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The Honcrable Totn Woll; Govemor
225 ivlain Capitol Building
Hamisburg, ira. 17120

llear Cov. Wtlf:

I am writing to ask that you direct the Liquor Control lloard tcr inrmcdiately s*spend any planned or future

expired liqur:r iitensu auotioils.

I request that, at minimunr, the auetions be susp*ncled until the completion and publication of the report by

rhe Wine and Spi:'its Whol*salc and l{stail Frivatization Commission. Act 39 of'20} 6 required this report;

yet, ns$rly tlrree years later" the commission has never f'ornted and no study ever cotlducted.

l'he same law authorizs'J ths L{lB to suction off expiredlrevoked r*$ti}ilratlt liquor }icenses. These so-

cailed "z*mirie iicen:;es'o we]:e given :rew iiie by the auctions, hut tireir ins*rtion haek into rhe markctpiace

is aceelerating the cleath of privfite monl-and-p*p businesses'

For nrany lieensees, their liqunr license is an asset on which they've staked future financia! security. I3ut

licensees in rurnl *rsas have little hope of s*lling their lieense tbr a fuir market value when interested

buyers knorv th*y ean simplv hold out until the l,CE's next auetion.

Fnith*rmore, thcre is nothing irr the law {breing the LCU to conduct these auctions. It's time lo step baek

and analyze tlre devastating elfcet these auc.tions are having on Fennsylvania's smal! businssses b,y

continuing to drivc down iiqrror license values.

As pror:f the auctions have dirlinished the value of liquor licenses, the agsney needs to look no frrrther than

the ir own auetion data. 'l'hc percentage ol'lieens*s receivirrg no bicl or a [:id of]luss than $40,000 :nore thnn

doubled from the first aur:lio* in Mar*h 2Al7 QA pereent) to :he auction in Nov*mber 2018 (45 pereent).

It is unftir to ailow a state ag*ncy to undercut privat* businesses and w{'rsen tlie already over-saturated

liqugr licenss markot in rnarry couuties. I hape we can spefik in the n*xt fbw days t* discuss a bclter way to

balanee lhe ne*ds of srnall busincss owners with the financialn*eds clflthe Commonwealth.

Sincerely,

.-."*7 / *; i:
5/**''* 4 /tJ

Fr*nk Burns
State ll.cpresentative
?2nd Legislative lllistrict
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