


Wagner welcomes women legisiators to Pittshurgh

Rep. Wagner hosted the 13"
annual Eastern Regional Conference
for the Women in Government
Foundation, Aug. 25-27 in
Pittsburgh. The conference took
place at the Omni William Penn
Hotel downtown.

The Women in Government
(WIG) Foundation is a national, non-
profit organization of women state
legislators that provides leadership
opportunity, networking, expert
forums, and educational resources
to address and resolve complex
public policy issues.

Rep. Wagner is currently the state
coordinator for the WIG program in
Pennsylvania. Her work in the areas
of education, health care, economic

recovery and transportation has
established her as a strong mentor
and a prominent spokesperson
on the policy issues impacting the
quality of life for all Pennsylvanians.
“Women are in a severe minority in
most legislatures, and Pennsylvania
ranks near the bottom of all the
states. For instance, | am currently
the only woman out of 23 members
serving Allegheny County in the
state House,” Wagner said. “By
being strong advocates and building
our knowledge and leadership
skills, women legislators can claim
important roles in policymaking
and open doors for other women in
the future, which will mean better
governance for all of us.”

Rep. Wagner speaks with Mary Brooks Beatty,
past president of WIG, at last year’s convention.
Rep. Wagner served as host legislator for this
year’s convention in Pittsburgh, which included
an address by Franco Harris.

On July 21, Rep. Wagner testified
before the City of Pittsburgh Zoning
Board of Adjustment along with many
community members to oppose the
proposed reopening of the Butta Bing
strip club on Saw Mill Run Boulevard
in Overbrook.

Not only does Rep. Wagner agree
with concerns about potential negative
effects on the community, but she
spoke specifically to the club owner’s
record of causing serious harm to
other city neighborhoods.

Daniel Smithbower pleaded guilty in
2009 to mortgage fraud in connection
with the illegal activities of Bernardo
Katz which devastated the Beechview
business district. Extensive research
by Rep. Wagner’s office helped lead
to the indictments of Smithbower and
Katz, who is now a fugitive in Brazil.

“To allow an individual who has
shown such disregard not only for
our neighborhoods but for the law to
reopen a business of this type would
be ill-advised and almost certainly
harmful to our residents,” Wagner
said.

Smithbower was taken into custody
by sheriff's deputies immediately after
the hearing for ignoring summons
related to the condition of the club,
which was damaged in a fire in 2005.

At press time, the board had
made no decision on Smithbower’s
application to reopen the club.

Rep. Wagner has also publicly
opposed an effort to open a strip club
along West Carson Street in the West
End portion of her district.

“The safety and welfare of our
neighborhoods is my top concern,”
Wagner said. “As a public official, |
feel it is my responsibility to speak
out on these matters, and the city
authorities should act in the best
interest of these communities.”

facades along the roadway.

the lead.”

a1 improvement efforts continue

A committee of municipal leaders along the Route 51 corridor that was convened by
Rep. Wagner in 2007 continues to meet and move toward a cooperative plan for the
area between the Liberty Tunnels and the Elizabeth Bridge.

Greg Jones, who became executive director of Economic Development South
earlier this year, is spearheading efforts toward adoption of an “overlay district” for the
corridor that would create similar zoning regulations for all of the municipalities.

Other areas addressed by the committee include environmental sustainability, a
branding initiative, potential park-and-ride sites, and updating signage and building

“Having a heavily traveled roadway like Route 51 running through your community
can certainly create challenges, but by being proactive and thinking creatively these
municipalities are identifying ways to make it an asset,” Wagner said. “Working
cooperatively across municipal lines to meet common goals and improve quality of life
is absolutely essential to the future of our region, and these municipalities are taking

The committee includes representatives from the City of Pittsburgh, Brentwood,
Whitehall, Baldwin Borough, Pleasant Hills and Jefferson Hills.

issues.

communities.

Wagner monitoring K.0. decisions

Over the past two years, the Keystone Oaks School Board has held several
meetings about the possible consolidation of its three elementary schools: Aiken,
Dormont and Myrtle. A task force was formed last fall to further investigate other
options the board may have instead of closing and consolidating schools, and Rep.
Wagner met with K.O. board members and administrators to discuss state funding

A public hearing was held June 8 to hear public comment on the closing of Aiken
and Myrtle elementary schools. Rep. Wagner will continue to work with district
officials and other community members to achieve the best solutions for students and

Rep. Wagner

and staff hosted

a Document
Shredding Event
at the Castle
Shannon Volunteer
Fire Department
on April 16. Thank
you to all those
who brought their
documents to be
shredded!




On July 9, Rep. Wagner attended a celebration for the independence

of the Republic of South Sudan, which was declared last January. The
event was held at Whitehall Presbyterian Church. A number of Sudanese
refugees have settled in the South Hills area. Rep. Wagner is joined by
U.S. Rep. Tim Murphy, John Machar, Benedict Killang and lkuma Ojok.

Rep. Wagner also spoke at a rally for independence
downtown in January.

4th of July Parade

Rep. Wagner, family, friends and staff participated in the Fourth of July
Parade along Brownsville Road in Brentwood.

Project bringing
coffee & community to
neighhorhoods

An easily overlooked but often
distinguishing feature of a vibrant
community is a gathering place. Over the
past year, Cannon Coffee on Brookline
Boulevard has emerged as such a
destination for Brookline community
members, offering not only a “cuppa joe”
and a bite to eat, but live music and a
community gathering space.

Now, Cannon co-owner Nathan Mallory,
in partnership with Renew Pittsburgh, is
seeking to replicate this neighborhood-
centric business model by bringing non-
profit coffeehouses to other neighborhoods.

Brew on Broadway in Beechview
held its grand opening August 11, and a
collaboration with the Castle Shannon
Revitalization Corporation is in the planning
stages. Meanwhile, a vacant house on Adon
Street in Sheraden is being revitalized by
Renew Pittsburgh for future use as another
location.

Profits from the shops will be funneled
into community projects and overseen by a
board of local residents.

senior housing projects move forward

Rep. Wagner has been pleased to support two exciting
senior housing developments in her legislative district.

On July 13, a grand opening and house warming event
was held at the new South Hills Retirement Residence in
Mt. Washington. The beautifully renovated South Hills High
School now holds 106 one- and two-bedroom apartments
for seniors older than 62. Rep. Wagner worked to secure tax
credits through the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency in
order to make this project possible.

The building includes both market-rate and affordable units.

Amenities include keyless entry, an on-duty site manager,
a shuttle for transportation, emergency pull cords in every
apartment, and full handicap accessibility. The building’s
“green” features, which include generating much of its own
electricity, also save residents money on utility bills.

In Brookline, reconstruction of the Housing Authority of
Pittsburgh’s Mazza Pavilion property is nearly complete. Rep.
Wagner strongly advocated for the reopening of this facility,
and has worked to keep senior constituents updated on the
status of the project. Construction is scheduled to wrap up by
the end of September, and residents should be able to move
in by the end of the year. The building will hold 33 units once
completed, and previous residents will have priority placement
when the application process begins.

“It is wonderful to see these buildings renewed and coming
back to life,” Wagner said. “It is extremely important to
provide safe and convenient housing options for our seniors,
and these two projects are also important neighborhood
revitalization efforts.”



Rep. Wagner and fellow legislators
took part in the annual spring
conference of the Allegheny League
of Municipalities (ALoM). Front row:
Sen. Jim Brewster, Sen. Jay Costa,
Rep. Wagner, Rep. Frank Dermody.
Standing: Rep. Joe Markosek, Rep.
Harry Readshaw, Richard Hadley of
ALoM, Rep. Paul Costa, Rep. Tony
DelLuca.

Save $ with electric choice

On Jan. 1, 2011, rate caps expired for all Pennsylvania electric utility customers.

While this has resulted in rate increases, customers do not have to pay the prices charged by their current supplier.
Customers have the ability to choose between their current electric distribution company (EDC) and competitive supply
prices for the generation portion of the bill. A different electricity generation supplier (EGS) may be able to offer a better
price for the generation. Customers will be able to compare the EDC price to a competitive supplier price to find the
best option.

THE AMOUNT YOU MIGHT SAVE DEPENDS ON ISSUES SUCH AS:
B How much you pay now for electric generation supply;
B How much electricity you use;
M How market prices change in the future;
B What products and service are included in the EGS price such as renewable energy produces or other demand
side and conservation services; and
B The price offered by the suppliers serving your area.

In some areas, an EGS’s rate is as much as 10 percent cheaper than the default service price offered by the utility.
Consumers can visit www.papowerswitch.com to learn more about electric choice and to shop for a supplier.

Remember, regardless of who generates your electricity, you will still continue to call your EDC for emergency services
and questions regarding your residential service, including outages. The quality, reliability, and maintenance of your electric
service should not change as it is still monitored by the Public Utility Commission. However, if you have a question about
your generation charges you should first call your EGS.

For further information, contact the Public Utility Commission at 1-800-692-7380.

As a member of the Board of Directors of the Dick’s
Sporting Goods Pittsburgh Marathon, Rep. Wagner
helped to bring the marathon back three years ago,
and this year worked to bring the course to the
West End neighborhood, which hosted a community
festival for the race on May 15. Rep. Wagner
participates along with state Rep. Dan Deasy and
City Councilwoman Theresa Kail-Smith.




Legisiative Update

B Rep. Wagner’s proposal to reform governance of the Port Authority of Allegheny County passed the House with an
overwhelming bipartisan majority in June. Contained in House Bill 1304, her proposal would expand the PAT board to 11
members, with five members appointed by state leaders. Currently, all nine board members are appointed by the county

executive.

“The faith of state officials and transit riders alike in the PAT board has been badly shaken,” Wagner said. “We need
to ensure that the tough questions are always asked when public money and the welfare of our residents is at stake. My
proposal would also position our local representatives to better advocate for a long-term funding solution for PAT.”

B Rep. Wagner introduced House Bill 1779, legislation designed to curb the “Pay-to-Play” culture in state government and
end Pennsylvania’s status as one of only five states that places no limits on contributions to political campaigns.

“It is clear that big business has bought access to policymakers that average Pennsylvanians don’t get,” Wagner said.

“A great number of reforms that are critical to Pennsylvania families will simply remain out of reach as long as big money

donors can dictate to elected officials.”

M Legislation to ensure that handicapped parking spaces are available to those who truly need them has been reintroduced
by Rep. Wagner. House Bill 1755 would require handicapped parking placards to be reauthorized every five years
to confirm that they are still needed, and would increase fines for fraudulent use of a placard or illegally occupying a

handicapped space.

M State constables would have access to critical information needed to fulfill their duties under a proposal by Rep. Wagner.
House Bill 1756 would permit district judges to provide constables with information from the state’s judicial database
when they are asked to serve warrants. Currently, constables are sometimes provided with outdated addresses and little
or no identifying information on those to be served, which places the safety of these public servants and communities at

risk.

M House Bill 1377 would provide additional financial assistance to students who successfully complete 60 credits of
community college and seek to move on to a four-year institution. This legislation was suggested to Rep. Wagner by
Bryan Ceberio, a Community College of Allegheny County student from Brookline.

B Rep. Wagner will soon reintroduce her Return to Service Act. With municipal budgets stretched thin, this legislation
would assist communities by allowing retired police officers to perform part-time duties without jeopardizing their
pension benefits. Such duties could include traffic control, community relations and administrative tasks, allowing
current officers more time to devote to crime prevention in communities.

Property Tax/Rent Rehate
still available

The deadline to apply for a rebate on property taxes or rent paid
during 2010 through Pennsylvania’s Property Tax/Rent Rebate
Program has been extended until Dec. 31. Applications and assistance
completing them are available at Rep. Wagner’s constituent service
offices on Brookline Boulevard and in the Caste Village Shoppes.

Senior citizens may have received mail solicitations offering
assistance with their rebate application for a fee. However, Rep.
Wagner’s offices provide this service free of charge.

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible
Pennsylvanians 65 or older; widows and widowers 50 or older; and
people with permanent disabilities 18 or older. The income limit is
$35,000 for homeowners and $15,000 for renters (excluding half of
Social Security, Supplemental Security or federal Railroad Retirement
Tier 1 benefits).

Rep. Wagner has also introduced legislation that would prevent
landlords from taking public money meant to benefit their tenants.

Currently, many personal care homes include a lease provision,
often overlooked or not understood by tenants or their family members,
which allows the personal care home to claim a portion of the rebate
designated for a tenant, typically 50 percent or $325. The lease
agreement provided to personal care homes by the state Department
of Public Welfare actually includes boilerplate language claiming the
rebate for landlords.

“This practice must be ended. Seniors and disabled residents of
our Commonwealth are faced with difficult economic times on a fixed
income, and it is our responsibility to do all that we can to protect their
economic security,” Rep. Wagner said.

Rep. Wagner’s bill was unanimously approved by the House Urban
Affairs Committee last March but it never received a vote by the full
House. She has urged legislative leaders of both parties and Gov.
Corbett to ensure that this bill is passed and enacted into law in the
current legislative session.

Did You Know?

Rep. Wagner’s Constituent Service Offices
assisted with 2,464 constituents in the first half of this
year. The services most frequently requested were
assistance with PennDOT, Property Tax/Rent Rebate
applications, free notary public service, and inquiries
on the state budget and pending legislation.

For assistance with any matter related to state
government, contact Rep. Wagner’s Constituent
Service Offices in Brookline at (412) 343-2094 or in
the Caste Village Shoppes at (412) 881-1005.

EITC Scholarships
Awarded

Rep. Wagner joined fellow legislators and
students and administrators from local schools
in May at the presentation of scholarship funds
through the Bridge Educational Foundation.
These scholarships are made possible through
Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax
Credit (EITC) program, which allows businesses
to receive tax credits for supporting local private
and parochial schools and students. Local
schools benefitting include St. Mary of the
Mount Academy (Mt. Washington), Cardinal
Wright Regional School (North Side), Good
Shepherd Christian Preschool (Whitehall) and
St. Gabriel School (Whitehall). Rep. Wagner
has supported legislation to expand the EITC to
benefit more students.
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Mark your calendars!

Rep. Wagner'’s fall events for seniors

Older & Wiser Program presented hy
Neighhborhood Legal Services

Topic: Powers of Attorney and Living Wills

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 6
Whitehall Borough Building Community Room
100 Borough Park Drive

RSVP is encouraged. Please call (412) 343-2094.

Rep. Wagner's 9" annual
Senior Health & Wellness Fair
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 28

Church of the Resurrection, Father Quinn Hall
1100 Creedmoor Ave., Brookline
(Flu and pneumonia shots provided under Medicare.)

Rep. Wagner hosts ice cream socials throughout the
summer months at senior community centers and
residences around her legislative district to meet her senior
constituents and hear their concerns.

Emerald View a gem in South Hills

Emerald View Park in Mt. Washington — the only City of
Pittsburgh regional park south of downtown — has now expanded
to 257 acres through new land acquisitions, and a planned 19-mile
trail system is now half complete.

The park is a unique hub for trail enthusiasts and local
residents, connecting directly to the Great Allegheny Passage, the
Allegheny County Riverfront Trail System, Beechview Greenway
trails, and the urban stair trails to Pittsburgh’s South Side.

In 2010, Emerald View Park became a Regional Asset District
(RAD) park and the Allegheny Land Trust received the Governor’s
Award for Environmental Excellence for its conservation work on
Mt. Washington.

Along with trail construction, habitat restoration and garbage
cleanup have been major elements of the project.

Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation offers
quarterly hikes free of charge, with the next hike scheduled for
Oct. 16. For more information, please call (412) 481-3220 or visit
www.mwcdc.org.

Rep. Wagner hikes along trails in Emerald View Park
with llyssa Manspeizer, Director of Park Development
and Conservation with Mt. Washington Community
Development Corporation.

Visit Rep. Wagner’s website at

to sign up for regular email alerts.



