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School District

Armstrong

Leechburg Area

Burrell

Franklin Regional

Kiski Area

New Kensington-Arnold

Penn-Trafford

Total Property 
Tax Reduction 

Allocation

$3,587,308

$446,602

$701,421

$836,368

$1,166,674

$1,280,405

$1,019,996

Number of 
Approved 

Homesteads and 
Farmsteads

11,855

1,835

4,511

6,972

8,488

4,246

7,757

Estimated 
Tax Relief per 

Homestead and 
Farmsteads

$303

$243

$155

$120

$137

$302

$131

Estimated property tax relief from slots revenue as of May 1, 2009:

Casinos contribute $2.2 billion to 
state coffers from November 2006 
– February 2009

  State Tax:  $1,007,776,286

  Local Share Assessment: 
$180,732,180

  Pa. Gaming Economic 
Development and Tourism 
Fund:  $148,202,396

  Pa. Race Horse Development Fund:  
$355,685,748 

  License Fees: $552,500,000

Casinos return billions to 
the state 
Since casino gaming began in Pennsylvania with the 
opening of the Mohegan Sun in November 2006, slot 
machines have contributed more than $2.2 billion to state 
coffers. 

According to the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board, slots 
casino revenues in February 2009 were 14 percent higher 
than February 2008.

“Slot machine revenue is taxed at 55 percent and the state’s 
seven casinos have created some 6,200 full-time jobs 
thus far,” Rep. Pallone said. “It’s clear the casino industry 
is proving to be a boost to the state’s economy, and the 
industry hasn’t reached its full potential yet.”

Rep. Pallone noted The Meadows just opened its casino, 
Philadelphia Park is planning an expansion project, and 
new casinos in Bethlehem and Pittsburgh are also in the 
works. In addition, five casinos are permitted to open under 
Pennsylvania’s Gaming Act, including two that have already 
been licensed in Philadelphia.

Security 
improvements at 
Westmoreland 
County Prison
Rep. Pallone wants local residents to 
know security at the Westmoreland 
County Prison has been improved 
with the installation of a new $1.9 
million door control and camera 
system. Now, any time a door 
opens at the facility, a camera will 
swing to the door to capture what is 
happening. 

Rep. Pallone notes that the facility 
has also added fences to the second-
floor cell block to prevent inmates 
from jumping from the upper tier.

Westmoreland County joins 
statewide victim notification 
network
Westmoreland County has joined the Pennsylvania Statewide Automated 
Victim Information and Notification (PA SAVIN) system that will allow 
local crime victims to track the status of an incarcerated offender.

“Because county inmates are often transferred from county to county, it 
has been difficult for victims to keep tabs on where an offender may be,” 
Rep. Pallone said. “This system will allow victims, their families and the 
public to receive real-time information about the custody of offenders.” 

By logging on to www.pacrimevictims.state.pa.us, or calling 1-866-972-
7284, residents can register to be notified of an offender’s release, transfer 
or escape from a county or state facility either by telephone or e-mail, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

PA SAVIN began its county-by-county implementation in August 2007. 
Other counties in the region using the system are Allegheny, Butler, 
Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Somerset and Washington.

Westmoreland County Community Col-
lege dedicated its new Alle-Kiski Center 
in New Kensington on Feb. 26.

“This campus will give our local resi-
dents easy access to a state-of-the-art 
learning center close to home,” Rep. 
Pallone said. “In addition, it will help 
to breathe new life into our downtown 
area.”

The New Kensington Education Cen-
ter opened for spring classes on Jan. 8 
with 271 students enrolled. According 
to WCCC, that was the greatest number 
of registrations at any WCCC center in 
the Alle-Kiski Valley region in any one 
semester.

The 26,000-square-foot, three-story fa-
cility is situated on approximately 1.4 
acres purchased from the Redevelop-

ment Authority of the City 
of New Kensington. It 
houses six general class-
rooms, two computer 
classrooms, a computer 
lab, a science lab, a dis-
tance learning classroom 
linked via a videocon-
ferencing system to the 
college’s Youngwood 
campus and five other 
education centers, admin-
istrative offices and a stu-
dent lounge. Free on-site 
parking is available for approximately 
100 vehicles.

The WCCC New Kensington Educa-
tion Center also houses the Alle-Kiski 
CareerLink, which provides re-employ-
ment and job training services. 

Your opinion matters!

I would like to know how you feel about expanding gaming in Pennsylvania and a 
proposed cell phone ban. Please take a moment to fill out the following survey and return 
it to my office. You may also take the survey online at www.pahouse.com/Pallone.

Do you think Pennsylvania should outlaw hand-held cell phone use while driving a 
motor vehicle?

   YES		  Comments:

   NO		

Do you think Pennsylvania should allow table games at its slots casinos?

   YES		  Comments:

   NO

Do you think Pennsylvania should allow video poker machines in bars and clubs?

   YES		  Comments:

   NO

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

New Kensington welcomes WCCC

Clip and mail this form to: Rep. John Pallone • 1625 Fifth Ave. • Arnold, PA 15068

Gaming has produced more than $613 million for property tax relief this year. 
Here are the estimates for local school districts:

Rep. Pallone attends the 
Westmoreland County 

Community College 
dedication ceremony.



Dear Friend,

On Jan. 6, 2009, I took my oath of office for a 
fifth term as your state representative. Economic 
development, transportation and infrastructure 
issues, public health and safety, education and 
the needs of special needs children and adults 
remain my priorities.

The recession is presenting many challenges as 
we work to pass a balanced state budget. 

We will have to scrutinize state spending very 
closely. But if we invest in local infrastructure, 
we will create jobs, which, in turn, will improve 
our economy. 

In his budget proposal, Gov. Rendell said that 
public safety must be preserved. I agree and 
have reintroduced my state police assessment 
fee bill that could generate as much as $40 
million for the Pennsylvania State Police. 

I will continue my efforts to ensure that the 
state adequately funds public schools to help 
take that burden off the backs of property 
owners. And I am reintroducing my bill that 
would freeze tuition at state-owned colleges 
and universities at the rate a student pays as 
a freshman. This would let students know up 
front the cost of their degree and could make it 
easier for them to plan for financial aid. 

I was a prime co-sponsor of a new law that 
requires insurance companies doing business in 
Pennsylvania to cover autism-related services. I 
will continue being an advocate for children and 
adults with special needs.

We have many challenges ahead of us, but I 
believe working together we can weather this 
financial storm.

Please feel free to contact any of my constituent 
service offices if my staff or I can help you with 
any state government-related matter.

John Pallone
State Representative
54th Legislative District

REP. JOHN PALLONE’S LEGISLATIVE REPORT – Westmoreland & Armstrong counties

Pallone working to protect 
access to important senior 
programs 
As news of the federal stimulus package brings hope to 
many Pennsylvanians, Rep. Pallone wants to make sure it 
doesn’t affect senior citizens’ eligibility for two key state 
programs.

The federal law would provide a $300 one-time stipend 
to many senior citizens. Rep. Pallone said the stipend 
could bump some seniors’ income to a point where they 
would no longer qualify for the state’s PACE and PACENET 
prescription-drug coverage or the Property Tax/Rent 
Rebate Program.

He is preparing a bill that would amend eligibility 
guidelines for PACE and PACENET and the PTRR program 
to exempt any federal stimulus payment from counting 
against a participant’s income.

Pallone calls for 
fairness in 
state police 
protection

Inside this issue:
Casinos contribute billions to state coffers

WCCC opens campus in New Kensington

Constituent Survey: Cell phones, poker & table games

Rep. John Pallone has reintroduced his 
legislation that would require 
municipalities with more than 10,000 

residents that do not have local police service and rely solely on the 
Pennsylvania State Police for protection to contribute to the cost. 

House Bill 747 would impose a $100-per-resident assessment on 
municipalities with populations of more than 10,000 that use the state 
police exclusively for police services. Rep. Pallone said there are 
currently 21 such municipalities in the Commonwealth.

“This $100 assessment could generate as much as $40 million, enough 
to hire 250 to 300 additional state troopers and increase public safety for 
all Pennsylvanians,” Rep. Pallone said. “In his budget address, Governor 
Rendell suggested we look at imposing an assessment on municipalities 
relying on state police for local police protection. Clearly this is an idea 
whose time has come.” 

House Bill 747 has more than two dozen bipartisan co-sponsors and is 
currently being considered in the House Local Government Committee.

Rep Pallone reviews 
Westmoreland County’s 
new electronic victims’ 
notification system. Pictured 
from left: Rep. Pallone, 
chairman, House Sub-
Committee on Crimes and 
Corrections; Westmoreland 
County Sheriff Chris Scherer; 
Westmoreland County District 
Attorney John Peck; seated: 
Westmoreland County Prison 
Warden John Walton. See 
Page 2 for the complete story.
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At his 2008 Senior Health and Wellness Fair, Rep. Pallone 
meets with local constituent Kelly Sasborra. 

Here to serve you!
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