


Swearing-in
ceremony for first
term in Harrisburg

On Jan. 6, I was honored to be sworn in as your state
representative for the 113th Legislative District. I was
happy to have my family and many supporters join me
for this special experience.

I look forward to being your voice in Harrisburg and
in all state matters that are important to you and your
family. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any
questions or concerns on any state-related matter.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS INCLUDE...
In my first term as your state representative, I'm
serving on the following standing House committees:
* Labor Relations
e Children & Youth
» Aging & Older Adult Services

* Game & Fisheries - committee secretary

Rep. Murphy is pictured at swearing-in day with
sons Michael (left) and P.J. (right).

2009-10 state budget
proposal presented to
General Assembly

Shortly after I took the oath of office as your new state representative,
Gov. Ed Rendell presented his 2009-10 state budget proposal to the
General Assembly during his annual budget address.

The governor’s proposed budget attempts to close the budget deficit
currently facing Pennsylvania - which is expected to be about $3.2 billion -
without imposing any new or expanded broad-based taxes. Please keep in
mind that this proposal did not include federal stimulus figures.

It is important to note that this proposal is merely the foundation upon
which we must produce a budget that is palatable not only to the General
Assembly, but to the citizens whom we serve. We've got to make sure we
are not aimlessly cutting across the board when real people are relying on
social service programs.

I will be working to protect SSSD while also ensuring that we place the
necessary emphasis on social services that are increasingly utilized by
more people during tough economic times. The bottom line right now is
that, while things may look
bleak for the economy here
and nationally, it is not time to
panic; it’s time to get creative
and find innovative ways to
produce a responsible budget.

To learn more about the
governor’s proposal, please

Rep. Murphy meets with audience members at a public forum he helped
host in Scranton with House Appropriations Committee Chairman Dwight
Evans on the economy and its impact on the state budget.

visit www.governor.state.pa.us.

House passes
Murphy proposal
to protect seniors
from financial
exploitation

The state House recently passed legislation

I sponsored that would help guard against
financial exploitation of older Pennsylvanians.
House Bill 288 would allow county agencies

on aging to investigate cases in which a senior
is financially exploited, including instances in
which the alleged perpetrator holds the senior’s
power of attorney.

While an overwhelming majority of people
with power of attorney act responsibly and
honestly to help seniors who trust them for
help, about one in 10 cases of substantiated
reports of elder abuse in Pennsylvania involves
financial exploitation. We must give local
agencies the ability to investigate and fight
those injustices when they do occur. I am
very pleased that my colleagues in the House
supported this proposal, which now awaits
consideration by the state Senate.

Pennsylvania is home to about
2.5 million people older than
60, and the state’s Department
of Aging estimates that 12.3
percent of all substantiated
reports of elder abuse involve
financial exploitation.




House passes proposal
to help military service
personnel

It seems common these days to hear stories about our service members
who come home from active duty and struggle to find jobs, support
their families and pay the bills. I believe we can and should help service
members get back on their feet more quickly when they come home.

I am pleased to report that the state House recently passed my legislation
that would give active-duty National Guard and U.S. military reservists
preference for state job-training and placement programs once they return
home from service.

House Bill 339 would give Pennsylvania National Guard and U.S.
military reservists and their eligible spouses preference for training
programs under the state’s Workforce Development Act for one year after
their discharge from active-duty assignment. My legislation now heads to
the state Senate for consideration.

Jays Commons constituent
service office available to help

I'm pleased to inform you that my staff and I are available to help you
with state services and programs like LIHEAP, PACE, the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program and
with financial aid programs through the Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency.

WE CAN ALSO ASSIST YOU WITH:

B  Problems with insurance companies, utilities,
income tax forms or unemployment compensation.

® PennDOT.
B Free notary service.

B  Tours of the state Capitol, House of
Representatives citations and flag presentations.

Please contact us at 570-342-4348 to make an appointment, or just stop by
at your convenience between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
The fax number is 570-342-4353.

To make our services more accessible, we also offer assistance through
our unique drive-thru window feature. I've found this to be a great attraction
for many residents taking care of young kids and people who have

physical limitations. If you drive by on a Thursday or Friday when I’'m not in
Harrisburg, you can probably find me at the drive-thru ready to serve.

Constituent Outreach
Program comes to
your neighborhood
each month

I have started a new constituent outreach
program to make it more convenient

for you to access the services my office
provides in Jays Commons by offering
office hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. one
Wednesday each month at the following
borough building locations:

CLARKS GREEN
BOROUGH BUILDING

104 N. Abington Road, Clarks Green
June 24, July 22, Aug. 26, Sept. 23,
Oct. 28, Nov. 25 and Dec. 23.

MOOSIC BOROUGH BUILDING
715 Main St., Moosic
July 1, Aug. 5, Sept. 2, Oct. 7,
Nov. 4 and Dec. 2.

SOUTH ABINGTON
TOWNSHIP BUILDING
104 Shady Lane Road, Chinchilla
July 8, Aug. 12, Sept. 9, Oct. 14,
Nov. 10 (Tuesday hours due to
holiday) and Dec. 9.

TAYLOR BOROUGH BUILDING

122 Union St., Taylor
June 17, July 15, Aug. 19, Sept. 16,
Oct. 21, Nov. 18 and Dec. 16.

THROOP BOROUGH BUILDING
436 Sanderson St., Throop
July 1, Aug. 5, Sept. 2, Oct. 7,
Nov. 4 and Dec. 2.
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Murphy proposes greater
protections for firefighters

I have proposed legislation that would provide greater financial protection and
support to firefighters who contract cancer on the job.

Currently, a firefighter who gets cancer by doing his or her job is not
automatically protected under workers” compensation laws. Firefighters who
contract cancer due to on-the-job exposure to smoke, fumes and gases, or heat
often have to spend years and thousands of dollars in legal costs trying to prove
that they developed cancer on the job before they can receive any benefits.

My legislation (H.B. 1231) would include cancer suffered by firefighters as an
occupational disease, qualifying these first responders automatically for workers’
compensation benefits. It would be up to employers to prove that a firefighter’s
job was not a major contributing cause of his or her cancer to withhold benefits.

The bill would provide compensation for cancer affecting the skin or central
nervous, lymphatic, digestive, hematological, urinary, skeletal, oral, breast,
testicular, genitourinary, liver or prostate systems. The Labor Relations
Committee approved my bill, and I am hopeful it will receive support by the
full House soon.

March 19
designated as
‘Pa. Military
Heroes Day’

As a small token of recognition, gratitude
and respect for our Armed Forces
personnel, I recently sponsored a House
resolution (H.R. 159) that was adopted

to designate March 19 of each year as
“Pennsylvania Military Heroes Day” in
Pennsylvania.

Fittingly enough, March 19 is the
anniversary of the date when the United
States declared war in Iraq. It can be a day
throughout the Commonwealth to observe
a moment of silence for armed servicemen
and servicewomen who have given their
lives for our country.

Rep. Murphy hosts the
Scranton State School

for the Deaf’s visit to the
state Capitol. The group is

pictured on the steps
of the Capitol Rotunda.




