





HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: 2009 YEAR END REVIEW

DATE TOPIC

December 15

December 21

December 21

December 22

December 23

December 28

December 29

December 30

Joint public hearing
of the House and
Senate Judiciary
Committees on
inequities in criminal
sentence grading

Public hearing on
House Bill 265 (Mustio),
pre-conviction HIV
testing

Presentation on Mental
Health Court and
diversion program in
Dauphin County

Informational meeting
with Pa. District
Attorneys’ Association
on “sexting”

Informational meeting
with leadership of the
Pennsylvania
Commission on Crime
and Delinquency
regarding funding cuts
for law enforcement

Informational meeting
with leadership of the
Pennsylvania State
Police on the impact of
no cadet classes at the
PSP Academy

Meeting with
Pennsylvania Bar
Association on
legislative priorities

Meeting with
Department of
Corrections on out-of-
state transfer of
Pennsylvania inmates

In Comparison: Movement of Bills

In and Out of House Committees

300

400

Transportation
Education

Health & Human ...
Local Government
Labor Relations
Environmental ...
Insurance

Veterans Affairs & ...
Consumer Affairs
Professional Licensure
Game and Fisheries
Commerce

Gaming Oversight
Aging & Older Adult ...
Urban Affairs

Liquor Control
Agriculture & Rural
Children & Youth
Intergovernmental ...

Tourism and ...

B Referrals

B Reported Out

334

Because of their specialized jurisdictions, the committees on Appropriations,

Committees, Ethics, and Rules are not included here.
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Look inside for information
on the committee's work in
2009, including:
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Judiciary Committee Legislation Signed Into Law conincd rrom page 1

Juvenile Justice — an 11-member panel investigating the
corruption in Luzerne County’s juvenile courts and providing
recommendations on how to strengthen Pennsylvania’s juvenile
justice system.

The commission is a product of a joint effort by leaders from
all three branches of Pennsylvania government.

Act No. 33 (Senate Bill 112) — Sen. Stewart Greenleaf

Codifies the Pennsylvania statutes dealing with prisons,
probation, and parole. These acts are consolidated under Title
61 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, and known as
the “Prisons and Parole Code”.

Act No. 38 (House Bill 39) — Chairman Tom Caltagirone

Strengthens the animal cruelty law by prohibiting owners and
breeders from performing debarking (cutting or destroying a
dog’s vocal cords) and Caesarean sections on the dogs in their
care. Under the law, owners are allowed to perform tail docking
on dogs up to 5 days old, but only under the supervision of a
licensed veterinarian.

Other improvements to the law include requiring owners to
readily supply proof the surgeries are performed correctly under
the scope of the law with detailed records of the procedure to
dog wardens or Humane Society police officers for as long as
visible surgical wounds appear on the dogs. Those records

must include the name and license number of the veterinarian,
and date and location of the procedure.

Act No. 39 (Senate Bill 366) — Sen. Pat Browne

Allows for the denial of bail for offenses where the maximum
sentence is life imprisonment or for cases where there are no
conditions other than imprisonment that will reasonably protect
public safety.

Act No. 42 (House Bill 222) — Rep. Matthew Baker

Requires judges to sentence a person convicted of identity
theft to make restitution for all reasonable expenses incurred by
the victim or on the victim’s behalf relating to investigating the
theft, bringing or defending civil or criminal actions related to the
theft, or taking other efforts to correct the victim’s credit record
or negative credit reports related to the theft.

Act No. 49 (House Bill 1607) — Chairman Tom Caltagirone

Updates state laws concerning constables, and consolidates
under one statutory title the numerous constable laws that
were spread across 13 separate titles in Pennsylvania’s legal
code. The law also provides funding for the Pennsylvania Court
System through a fee imposed on various non-traffic court
filings.

Constable duties include providing security for court rooms
and polling places, and transporting prisoners.



