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Date	 Topic

January 26	 Organizational meeting 

February 18	 Public hearing on reforming PA State  
	 Constable laws

February 26	 Subcommittee on Courts: informational  
	 meeting on Foreclosure Courts

February 27	 Subcommittee on Courts: public hearing  
	 on Veterans’ Courts

March 19	 Public Hearing on proposed changes to  
	 probation and parole of repeat violent  
	 offenders

April 8	 Informational meeting on illegal poisoning  
	 of animals

April 9	 Informational meeting on House Bill 306  
	 (Keller), warrantless searches of parolees

May 14	 Public hearing on changes to legal  
	 advertising laws

May 18	 Informational meeting on allegations of  
	 prisoner abuse

July 1	 Public hearing on House Bill 1298  
	 (Cohen), employee monitoring

September 22	 Tour of newly opened Judicial Center in  
	 Harrisburg including new Minor Judiciary  
	 School

September 24	 Informational meeting on Drug Court and  
	 other problem-solving courts

October 19	 Informational meeting on House Bill 1994  
	 (Matzie), jurisdiction of parole board in  
	 cases involving juveniles

October 20	 Informational Meeting on House Bill 1281  
	 (Gibbons), nature of public hearings  
	 for proposed privately operated  
	 community corrections facilities

December 15	 Joint public hearing  
	 of the House and  
	 Senate Judiciary  
	 Committees on  
	 inequities in criminal  
	 sentence grading

December 21	 Public hearing on  
	 House Bill 265 (Mustio),  
	 pre-conviction HIV  
	 testing

December 21	 Presentation on Mental  
	 Health Court and  
	 diversion program in  
	 Dauphin County

December 22	 Informational meeting  
	 with Pa. District  
	 Attorneys’ Association  
	 on “sexting”

December 23	 Informational meeting  
	 with leadership of the  
	 Pennsylvania  
	 Commission on Crime  
	 and Delinquency  
	 regarding funding cuts  
	 for law enforcement

December 28	 Informational meeting  
	 with leadership of the  
	 Pennsylvania State  
	 Police on the impact of  
	 no cadet classes at the  
	 PSP Academy

December 29	 Meeting with  
	 Pennsylvania Bar  
	 Association on   
	 legislative priorities

December 30	 Meeting with  
	 Department of  
	 Corrections on out-of- 
	 state transfer of  
	 Pennsylvania inmates

Date	 Topic

Hearings, Tours, Informational Meetings
  In addition to legislative committee meetings, the House Judiciary Committee also has legislative 
oversight responsibility for the wide range of executive departments listed earlier, plus the trial and 
appellate courts and minor judiciary (Magisterial District Judges and Philadelphia Traffic Court). 
Frequently, we meet with the directors of these agencies and other opinion groups who may have 
concerns about their operations. 
  In order to meet our legislative and oversight responsibilities, we frequently need to tour state facilities 
or hold public hearings to hear the views of a variety of stakeholders. All formal public hearings are 
transcribed and those transcripts are available in computer readable Adobe Acrobat format upon request. 
A synopsis of these events is listed below and continued on the following page. 
  All hearings, tours, and informational meetings had the prior approval of either the office of the Speaker 
or the Majority Leader.
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Because of their specialized jurisdictions, the committees on Appropriations, 
Committees, Ethics, and Rules are not included here.

October 21	 Presentation from PA Commission on  
	 Sentencing regarding proposed 		
	 sentencing changes

November 4	 Meeting with PA Board of Pardons  
	 (Sec. Heaton) to discuss process of  
	 timely parole hearings and pardon  
	 reviews

November 5	 Informational meeting to determine what  
	 legislation is needed to address  
	 trademark counterfeiting  
	 (Commonwealth v. Omar & O’Connor) 

November 19	 Public hearing on House Bill 40 (Perry),  
	 expansion of the “Castle Doctrine”

November 23	 Presentation on enforcement  
	 in areas of narcotics, Homeland Security,  
	 and traffic; demonstration of physical and  
	 IT security systems of electric grid  
	 interconnection

November 24	 Demonstrations of Pennsylvania State  
	 Police tazer training and technology,  
	 SWAT training assets, police-seized  
	 weapons, and capabilities and limitations  
	 of protective attire in use

November 25	 Tour of new Pennsylvania State Police  
	 facility, presentation on force complement  
	 shortfall and recruitment problems,  
	 presentation on Abington Township’s  
	 Youth Aid Panel diversion program

December 2	 Presentation by Judge Patrick Dugan on  
	 Mental Health Court of Philadelphia  
	 County

December 7	 Subcommittee on Courts: public hearing  
	 on House Bill 1619 (M. Smith), to provide  
	 for partial merit selection of appellate  
	 judges

Date	 Topic
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HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: 2009 YEAR END REVIEW

A comprehensive review of the work of the House Judiciary Committee

House Judiciary  
Committee Oversight
  In 2009, the House Judiciary Committee continued to be one of the 
busiest committees in the House of Representatives, passing two important 
packages of bills to re-codify both state Corrections and Constable statutes. 
  Moving into the second year of this legislative session, the committee 
will continue its work in finding solutions for prison overcrowding in the 
state’s correctional facilities, which will include investigating diversion 
programs and problem-solving courts. General operating costs coupled 
with prison construction projects require a large and rapidly growing portion 
of the state’s expenditures and taxpayer dollars. For the remainder of the 
session calendar, the Judiciary Committee will take a closer look at whether 
current practices in our prisons are necessary and propose solutions where 
needed.   
  The House Judiciary Committee has jurisdiction over various other 
uncodified public laws and the following titles of Pennsylvania statutes:

  In its oversight role, the House Judiciary Committee has formal legislative 
oversight responsibility for the following executive branch functions:

Title 18 –	Crimes and Offenses
Title 20 –	Decedents, Estates and  
	 Fiduciaries
Title 22 –	Detectives and Private  
	 Police
Title 23 –	Domestic Relations
Title 35 –	Health and Safety

Title 42 –	Judiciary and Judicial  
	 Procedure
Title 44 – Law and Justice
Title 53 – Municipalities Generally  
	 (police)
Title 61 – Penal Institutions
Title 75 – Vehicles (portions on  
	 criminal acts)

Board of Pardons
Board of Probation and Parole

Department of Corrections
Municipal Police Officers Education and Training Commission

Office of General Counsel
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency

Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing
Attorney General (except Consumer Protection Bureau)

Pennsylvania State Police
State Ethics Commission
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Look inside for information 
on the committee’s work in 

2009, including:
• Oversight and Jurisdiction
• Moving Forward in 2010

• Votes and Meetings 
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Judiciary Committee 
Legislation Signed Into Law

So far this session, eight pieces of legislation 
that originated in the House Judiciary 
Committee have been signed into law.  A brief 
synopsis of each is provided below.
Act No. 15 (House Bill 89) –  
Rep. Jennifer Mann 
  Closes a loophole that allowed people to 
legally exploit children by knowingly viewing child 
pornography. The state Supreme Court recently 
ruled that viewing child pornography is a crime, 
upholding the conviction of a man who had been 
viewing images of child pornography on the 
Internet. 
  Previously, a person could only be cited on 
child pornography charges if prosecutors could 
prove that he or she knowingly possessed or 
controlled the pornographic materials.
Act No. 18 (House Bill 270) –  
Rep. Paul Costa
  Allows former or retired Pennsylvania justices, 
judges or magisterial district judges who are in 
good standing and not serving as senior judges 
or senior magisterial district judges to preside 
over marriage ceremonies. Former mayors in 
good standing will also be permitted to officiate at 
civil marriage ceremonies. 
  The law requires a former judge to have served 
a period equaling a full term in office before they 
retired, and to be a resident of the state. Former 
judges are not eligible to perform marriages 
if they were convicted of a crime or removed 
from office, resigned their office to avoid having 
charges filed, or were defeated for reelection or 
retention.
Act No. 32 (House Bill 1648) –  
Rep. Todd Eachus
  Creates the Inter-branch Commission on 

Continued On Page 4

Judiciary Committee Legislation Signed Into Law
Juvenile Justice – an 11-member panel investigating the 
corruption in Luzerne County’s juvenile courts and providing 
recommendations on how to strengthen Pennsylvania’s juvenile 
justice system. 
  The commission is a product of a joint effort by leaders from 
all three branches of Pennsylvania government. 
Act No. 33 (Senate Bill 112) – Sen. Stewart Greenleaf
  Codifies the Pennsylvania statutes dealing with prisons, 
probation, and parole.  These acts are consolidated under Title 
61 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, and known as 
the “Prisons and Parole Code”.  
Act No. 38 (House Bill 39) – Chairman Tom Caltagirone
  Strengthens the animal cruelty law by prohibiting owners and 
breeders from performing debarking (cutting or destroying a 
dog’s vocal cords) and Caesarean sections on the dogs in their 
care. Under the law, owners are allowed to perform tail docking 
on dogs up to 5 days old, but only under the supervision of a 
licensed veterinarian. 
  Other improvements to the law include requiring owners to 
readily supply proof the surgeries are performed correctly under 
the scope of the law with detailed records of the procedure to 
dog wardens or Humane Society police officers for as long as 
visible surgical wounds appear on the dogs. Those records 

must include the name and license number of the veterinarian, 
and date and location of the procedure.
Act No. 39 (Senate Bill 366) – Sen. Pat Browne
  Allows for the denial of bail for offenses where the maximum 
sentence is life imprisonment or for cases where there are no 
conditions other than imprisonment that will reasonably protect 
public safety.
Act No. 42 (House Bill 222) – Rep. Matthew Baker
  Requires judges to sentence a person convicted of identity 
theft to make restitution for all reasonable expenses incurred by 
the victim or on the victim’s behalf relating to investigating the 
theft, bringing or defending civil or criminal actions related to the 
theft, or taking other efforts to correct the victim’s credit record 
or negative credit reports related to the theft.
Act No. 49 (House Bill 1607) – Chairman Tom Caltagirone
  Updates state laws concerning constables, and consolidates 
under one statutory title the numerous constable laws that 
were spread across 13 separate titles in Pennsylvania’s legal 
code. The law also provides funding for the Pennsylvania Court 
System through a fee imposed on various non-traffic court 
filings. 
  Constable duties include providing security for court rooms 
and polling places, and transporting prisoners. 
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