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Dear Philadelphia, 
  On behalf of the 24 members of the Philadelphia Delegation of the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives, it is with great humility and honor that we serve the more than 1 
million constituents across the City of Brotherly Love. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania’s largest 
metropolitan area, has become an international tourist site welcoming visitors from around 
the world. We offer historic landmarks, first-class dining, cultural and recreational amenities, 
competitive sports teams and unique neighborhoods that appeal to everyone.
  It is because of the great people we serve and our efforts in the Pennsylvania legislature that 
we secure what is best for Philadelphia. Not only are we representative of you, but together, 
we are a mirror of America. We offer diverse neighborhoods; some of the finest universities in 
the nation, including Temple, Penn and Drexel; and a hub of thriving business and industry, 
which is vital to the well-being of the greater Philadelphia region and state.
  Amidst difficult times and tough economic challenges, sometimes we need to remind 
ourselves of our worth and significance to the Commonwealth, country and citizens of the 
world. The members of the Philadelphia Delegation appreciate that you have entrusted us 
with your vote of confidence to maintain and improve the city and your quality of life, and we 
continue to fight for the issues and funding that matter to you in Harrisburg. 
  The Philadelphia Delegation’s effort to better represent you in the legislature is reflective 
in the House Democratic Caucus’ leadership team and the chairmanship of major standing 
committees. This regional delegation is always on guard and ready to unite on every challenge 
and cause that impacts Philadelphia. Our combined muscle in the legislature allows us to 
shape the programs and services that you rely on.
  We encourage you to get active in your own legislative district, and we look forward to your 
advocacy, involvement and participation.

	 Sincerely,

	
	 State Rep. Jewell Williams, Chairman
	 Philadelphia Delegation
	 PA House of Representatives

Be sure to check the back panel for information on 
your local representative, state Rep. Tony Payton, Jr.

State Representative
Tony Payton, Jr.

Capitol Office: 
308 Irvis Office Building 

P.O. Box 202179
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2179

(717) 787-1354

District Offices:
4509 Frankford Ave.

Philadelphia, PA 19124
(215) 744-7901

4621 North 5th St.
Philadelphia, PA 19140

(215) 457-5413

My office can help
you with:

	 PennDOT information and assistance with 
car registration, license plates, etc.

	 Financial assistance forms for higher 
education

	 Voter registration and absentee ballot 
applications

	 Birth and death certificate applications
	 Department of Public Welfare issues
	 Property tax and rent rebate assistance
	 CHIP and other state-sponsored insurance 

programs
	 PACE applications
	 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or 

groups
	 Veterans’ issues

Payton bill would allow 
professionals to bring 
hands-on experience to 
classroom
  Professionals in high-demand science, technology, 
engineering and math occupations would be able to 
bring their real-world knowledge and experience into 
Pennsylvania’s classrooms under legislation Rep. Tony 
Payton, Jr. has introduced.
  Payton said the United States notoriously 
underperforms in math and science compared to other 
nations, and in order for Pennsylvania’s students to 
compete in the global economy, we need to develop 
alternative solutions to improve these skills in the 
classroom.  
  Payton said he believes that bringing seasoned 
professionals into the classroom could offer students a 
different perspective that helps them fully understand the 
subject matter before them.
  Teachers with real-world knowledge and experience 
would boost student achievement, address teacher 
shortages and better prepare the state’s future workforce 
for high-demand science, technology, engineering and 
math, or STEM, fields.
  Payton added that the most sought-after jobs in the 
workforce are those in the technology and engineering 
fields — jobs that require a solid background in math and 
science.  
  His legislation (H.B. 1863) would allow Pennsylvania’s 
Secretary of Education to issue a three-year residency 
teaching certificate to certain professionals in subject areas 
where the secretary determines there is a statewide or 
regional shortage of teachers. 
  In order to obtain residency certification, an applicant 
would be required to have a bachelor’s degree in the 
subject area, along with at least five years of relevant work 
experience; a master’s degree in the subject area, along 
with at least two years of 
relevant work experience; 
or a doctorate in the 
subject area. 
  Candidates for 
certification would 
also have to complete 
an intensive program 
that focuses on 
individual assessment, 
child instruction and 
development strategies, 
and measurement of 
student achievement. 
Candidates would 
also receive personal 
mentoring and feedback 
throughout the year. 
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