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My bill would:
		 Permit any Pennsylvania resident to submit reapportionment plans for 
legislative districts, which the commission would be required to consider. 
The commission would make software and demographic data available 
for use in developing such plans.

		 Require the commission to hold public hearings to solicit public 
testimony from as many Commonwealth residents as possible. Five 
hearings would be held in different geographic regions of the state 
before the preliminary plan is developed and again before the final plan 
is voted on.

		 Require the commission to set up a website for the data, the actual 
maps, hearing and meeting notices and transcripts and other 
communications.

		 Require the commission to comply with the Sunshine Act and the Right-
to-Know Law.

  This bill would give the public more of a vested interest in how 
legislative districts are drawn. And I am sure that the map would be 
better; the districts would be more compact, and no group’s votes would 
be suppressed. However, I am not surprised that Chairman Metcalfe has 
refused to bring up my bill. He has yet to advance a single Democratic 
bill this session, unlike my tenure as chairman when I advanced more 
than two dozen Republican bills. It is obvious that he is only interested in 
furthering his conservative Republican agenda.

Opposition to splitting 
Pennsylvania’s Electoral 
Votes
  Having lost the game for five 
consecutive presidential elections, 
the Republicans are trying to change 
the rules. They want no more winner 
take all electoral college votes in 
Pennsylvania. (Whichever candidate 
wins the majority of the popular vote 
gets all of the state’s 20 electoral 
college votes.) Now the Republicans 
say it would be “fairer” to have each 
Congressional district select which 
presidential candidate receives their 
portion of the state’s electoral college 
votes. So the urban Congressional 
seats would vote for Democrats, but 
all the others (especially based on 
the new excessively gerrymandered 
map as discussed previously) would 
probably not.
  The plan has its supporters, among 
them Gov. Corbett. But its detractors 
also include Republicans, most 

Congressional redistricting gerrymandering at its worst
Process hurried, lacked transparency
  Republicans quickly pushed 
through legislation, which the 
Republican governor signed just 
as quickly, that established the 
new shapes of Pennsylvania’s 
congressional districts. 
  While technically meeting the 
population requirement with the new 
map, the new district boundaries 
certainly violate every other 
principle established by federal 
court decisions to draw compact, 
contiguous districts while keeping 
communities of interest together and 
avoiding disenfranchisement of racial, 
language, and cultural minorities.
  This map is the poster child of 
gerrymandering; the worst in the 
nation. The congressional map was 
drawn to benefit Republicans. Some 
districts now represent as many as 16 
different counties. The Lehigh Valley, 
long the base of the 15th District is 
now in a district that stretches from 
the Delaware to the Susquehanna. 
Chester and Montgomery counties 

are represented by three and four 
different congressional districts, and 
the 11th District puts the farmers of 
the Cumberland Valley in with the 
coal towns of the anthracite region.
  These districts are hardly compact, 
nor do they unite communities of 
interest. Instead, they have been 
sliced and diced by Republicans to 
take advantage of their control in the 
General Assembly and governor’s 
residence. The plan makes sure that 
the largest number of Republican 
members possible will have safe 
seats in Congress. The Republican 
map has packed as many Democratic 
voters, including minorities, into as 
few areas as possible. 
  To make matters worse, because 
they knew many would object to 
this map, Republicans resorted to 
subterfuge and skullduggery. They 
shut the public out of the process 
while they played games. They had 
hearings in the summer and early 
fall, BUT there were no maps and no 

verbal descriptions of the districts. 
The bill only said that each district 
was “composed of a portion of this 
Commonwealth,” AND they did not 
show anyone – not the public nor the 
press nor the Democrats – their map 
until Dec. 13, 2011, hours before the 
vote was called. 
  Now the Republicans claim that 
no one criticized their plan and map 
until December. Well, of course no 
one criticized the map because there 
was no map to criticize. If citizens had 
seen the current map last summer 
when the hearings were held, there 
would have been enormous outcry. 
As it was, most members and the 
public did not see the final map until 
several hours before the committee 
vote. The House was forced to 
vote on the bill just days later. The 
specifics of the map were only 
presented minutes before the vote. 
  What a new and perverted 
definition of transparency and 
openness.

notably Pennsylvania’s Congressional 
Delegation and many members of the 
business community. They and others 
feel that Pennsylvania will lose the 
positive and exciting attractiveness 
it gains when campaigns compete 
everywhere in the Commonwealth 
every four years. 
  So the adoption of this plan is 
not inevitable. In fact, the proposal 
was perhaps dropped in face of 
criticisms. However, I do not rule 
out a Republican attempt to push 
this scheme through, based on 
their success in gerrymandering the 
Congressional districts.

Giving the public access 
to state reapportionment  
  State redistricting is the process 
by which the boundaries of elective 
districts are periodically redrawn to 
maintain equal representation in the 
state’s 203 House and 50 Senate 
districts on the basis of population. 

  State redistricting is accomplished 
by a process that is enshrined in the 
Commonwealth’s Constitution which 
requires that a Reapportionment 
Commission be formed. The 
commission’s membership is made 
up of five members: the four caucus 
floor leaders (Democratic and 
Republican leaders in both the House 
and Senate) and a chairman to be 
selected by those four, or if they 
cannot agree as happened this year, 
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
  Although I think the state process is 
acceptable, it could be improved. So 
for the last few sessions and again 
earlier this year, I have introduced 
legislation that would require 
openness and fairness in how the 
Pennsylvania House and Senate 
legislative districts are redrawn 
for state government. However, 
Republicans have refused to bring 
the measure up for consideration.

New Congressional Districts
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	State Representative

Babette Josephs
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Democracy functions best when we have as 
many qualified voters as possible participate 
in the process
  As Democratic Chairwoman of the 
House State Government Committee, 
which oversees elections, I have 
made it my agenda to ensure that 
every qualified Pennsylvanian has 
access to the ballot box. 
  I have supported proposals to 
guarantee voting for overseas 
and military citizens in the state 
constitution, to liberalize absentee 
voting, increase voter participation 
and to minimize voter intimidation. 
The most important fight in this area 
right now is stopping the effort to 
keep citizens from voting by making 
all voters show a government-issued, 
unexpired photo ID every election, 
year in and year out, before they can 
vote. 

Opposition to voter
photo ID
  Forcing qualified voters to show 
a photo ID at the polls in this way 
would disproportionately impact 
senior citizens, domestic violence 
victims, the poor, urban dwellers, and 
minorities. I have successfully fought 
this kind of repressive legislation 
since 2005. This legislative session, I 
have mobilized stakeholders, interest 

groups and the public to rally against 
the proposal. I am spreading the 
message that voter disfranchisement 
must be fought head-on so that no 
person, no political party, no state, no 
instrument of the federal government, 
for any partisan political reason, 
denies citizens this most sacred of 
rights.
  This bill, which I call the Voter 
Suppression Act, currently is before 
the state Senate. It would cost 
the state $9.8 million to issue a 
free photo ID to those who do not 
have one as the U.S. Supreme 
Court requires. Please note that 
Harrisburg Republicans think nothing 
of spending almost $10 million 
to suppress your vote, but refuse 
to appropriate enough money so 
that your child can get a thorough 
and efficient education as the 
Pennsylvania Constitution mandates.
  Even the Justice Department 
believes requiring a photo for voters 
at every election is discriminatory 
because it restricts accessibility to 
voters who are poor and minorities. 
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder 
has blocked South Carolina’s new 
election law which requires all voters 

to show valid government-issued 
photo ID before casting a ballot. 
Under the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 
southern states with a history of racial 
discrimination must seek advance 
approval from the Justice Department 
or a federal court in Washington 
before adopting new election laws.
  People will say, “What’s the big 
deal with photo ID; I need ID to get 
a drink or open a financial account.” 
The Big Deal is that no one died for 
the right to buy alcohol or get a credit 
card. 

“Low voter turnout distresses 
me; I work hard to remove all 

barriers to voting.”

Make your voice 
heard!
If you have not 
yet done so, 
I urge you to 
join the fight 
to protect your 
constitutional right! Scan this square 
bar code, also known as a QR code, 
with your smartphone to learn more, 
or visit www.pahouse.com. 

Primary election is April 24
  The deadline to register to vote for the April presidential primary election is March 26. You must be registered in a party 
to participate in that party’s primary. 
  To be eligible to vote in Pennsylvania, you must be at least 18 on the date of the election, a citizen of the United States 
for at least one month before the election, and a resident of the election district in Pennsylvania in which you register at 
least 30 days before the election. 
  You can register in person or by mail. You also may contact me for a voter registration form, an absentee ballot 
application, or if you or someone you know would like more information on how to register to vote. 
Remember: Currently, you do not need to have a photo ID to vote. However, if you are voting for the first time in your 
division or precinct, you will need identification – that could be a utility bill, bank statement, paycheck or government check 
with your current name and address, a U.S. passport or student, employee or armed forces ID, or even a driver’s license 
or state or federal ID. You can visit www.votespa.com for those ID requirements.
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House State Government Committee:

Stay up-to-date!
  As your state representative, my main job 
is to serve you by keeping the interests and 
priorities of the district and Philadelphia in 
the forefront in Harrisburg. Transparency 
in government is critically important, and in 
the age of the 24-hour news cycle I want 
to keep you as informed as possible about 
what is happening in Harrisburg and here in 
the district. 
  You can follow me on Facebook to get 
regular updates on constituent services, 
events, legislation and much more.
“Like” me on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/RepJosephs. 
Consider following me on Twitter at
http://twitter.com/babettejosephs. 
  And as always, you can visit my website 
at www.babette.org to sign up for my free 
e-mail alerts and electronic newsletters to 
stay up-to-date on my legislative initiatives 
and events happening in our district, while 
saving postage and paper.

	 Filling out state forms such as PACE – prescription 
drug assistance for senior citizens; CHIP – Children’s 
Health Insurance Program; Property Tax/Rent Rebate; 
and SNAP – Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (Food Stamps)

	 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 
statutes, maps, senior citizen information, student aid 
information, etc.

	 Complaints and problems with insurance
	 Complaints or questions regarding utilities and the 

PUC
	 Unemployment compensation issues
	 Pennsylvania income tax issues
	 Birth and death certificate applications

	 SEPTA passes for seniors
	 Issues or questions about PennDOT: including 

disability placards and license plates, vehicle 
registrations, special fund plates, titles and driver’s 
license applications

	 House of Representatives citations for outstanding 
accomplishments and family 
milestones

	 Tours of the state Capitol 
for individuals, schools or 
groups

	 Mobile Constituent Service

My office can help you with:
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