





ct its worst

Opposition to splitting
Pennsylvania’s Electoral
Votes

Having lost the game for five
consecutive presidential elections,
the Republicans are trying to change
the rules. They want no more winner
take all electoral college votes in
Pennsylvania. (Whichever candidate
wins the majority of the popular vote
gets all of the state’s 20 electoral
college votes.) Now the Republicans
say it would be “fairer” to have each
Congressional district select which
presidential candidate receives their
portion of the state’s electoral college
votes. So the urban Congressional
seats would vote for Democrats, but
all the others (especially based on
the new excessively gerrymandered
map as discussed previously) would
probably not.

The plan has its supporters, among
them Gov. Corbett. But its detractors
also include Republicans, most

notably Pennsylvania’s Congressional
Delegation and many members of the
business community. They and others
feel that Pennsylvania will lose the
positive and exciting attractiveness
it gains when campaigns compete
everywhere in the Commonwealth
every four years.

So the adoption of this plan is
not inevitable. In fact, the proposal
was perhaps dropped in face of
criticisms. However, | do not rule
out a Republican attempt to push
this scheme through, based on
their success in gerrymandering the
Congressional districts.

Giving the public access
to state reapportionment
State redistricting is the process
by which the boundaries of elective
districts are periodically redrawn to
maintain equal representation in the

state’s 203 House and 50 Senate
districts on the basis of population.

My bill would:

State redistricting is accomplished
by a process that is enshrined in the
Commonwealth’s Constitution which
requires that a Reapportionment
Commission be formed. The
commission’s membership is made
up of five members: the four caucus
floor leaders (Democratic and
Republican leaders in both the House
and Senate) and a chairman to be
selected by those four, or if they
cannot agree as happened this year,
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

Although | think the state process is
acceptable, it could be improved. So
for the last few sessions and again
earlier this year, | have introduced
legislation that would require
openness and fairness in how the
Pennsylvania House and Senate
legislative districts are redrawn
for state government. However,
Republicans have refused to bring
the measure up for consideration.

Permit any Pennsylvania resident to submit reapportionment plans for

legislative districts, which the commission would be required to consider.
The commission would make software and demographic data available
for use in developing such plans.

B Require the commission to hold public hearings to solicit public
testimony from as many Commonwealth residents as possible. Five
hearings would be held in different geographic regions of the state
before the preliminary plan is developed and again before the final plan
is voted on.

B Require the commission to set up a website for the data, the actual
maps, hearing and meeting notices and transcripts and other
communications.

B Require the commission to comply with the Sunshine Act and the Right-
to-Know Law.

This bill would give the public more of a vested interest in how
legislative districts are drawn. And | am sure that the map would be
better; the districts would be more compact, and no group’s votes would
be suppressed. However, | am not surprised that Chairman Metcalfe has
refused to bring up my bill. He has yet to advance a single Democratic
bill this session, unlike my tenure as chairman when | advanced more
than two dozen Republican bills. It is obvious that he is only interested in
furthering his conservative Republican agenda.
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Rep. Babette Josephs
P.O. Box 202182
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2182

State Representative Stay up-to-date!

As your state representative, my main job

Bahette Josephs  :oooniwsroee
priorities of the district and Philadelphia in

182nd LegisIoTive District the forefront in Harrisburg. Transparency
in government is critically important, and in

CENTER CITY OFFICE HARRISBURG OFFICE thekage of the 2_4;h°”r B e || g

1528 Walnut St., Suite 501 P.O. Box 202182 to keep you as informed as possible about

what is happening in Harrisburg and here in

Philadelphia, PA 19102 Harrisburg, PA 17120-2182 the district

t. 215.893.1515 t. 717.787.8529 You can follow me on Facebook to get
regular updates on constituent services,

WILLIAM A. BARRETT % Repl{ols)elt)t \§ ©pabousc.nct events, legislation and much more.

NABUURS CENTER www.babetle.ors “Like” me on Facebook at

2738 Dickinson St. http://www.facebook.com/RepJosephs.

Philadelphia, PA 19147 Consider following me on Twitter at

t. 215.952.3376 http://twitter.com/babettejosephs.

Wednesday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. And as always, you can visit my website

at www.babette.org to sign up for my free

e-mail alerts and electronic newsletters to
stay up-to-date on my legislative initiatives
and events happening in our district, while
saving postage and paper.

My office can help you with:

B Filling out state forms such as PACE — prescription B SEPTA passes for seniors
dl"Ug assistance for senior citizens; CHIP — Children’s B Issues or questions about PennDOT: inc|uding
Health Insurance Program; Property Tax/Rent Rebate; disability placards and license plates, vehicle
and SNAP — Supplemental Nutrition Assistance registrations, special fund plates, titles and driver’s
Program (Food Stamps) license applications

| Requests for literature of all kinds — bills, regulations, B House of Representatives citations for outstanding
statutes, maps, senior citizen information, student aid accomplishments and family
information, etc. milestones

B Complaints and problems with insurance B Tours of the state Capitol

B Complaints or questions regarding utilities and the for individuals, schools or
PUC groups

B Unemployment compensation issues B Mobile Constituent Service

B Pennsylvania income tax issues
B Birth and death certificate applications



