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Fish and Boat Commission proposes junior fishing license

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission has proposed
charging $5 to youth ages 12 to 15 for a junior fishing license.
Thirteen states currently require fishing licenses for their youth

anglers, with the average cost at about $12.

PFBC says the potential annual revenue from the junior license
would be about $2.1 million per year, offsetting the $480,000
spent annually by the commission on youth programs. The
additional revenue would be dedicated solely to preserving
and expanding programs and services that benefit young
anglers, including grants to clubs and youth programs, training
workshops, purchase of equipment and materials for angling

education programs, and special events.

| supported legislation (H.B. 2205) that would have increased opportunity for criminals who have little to fear from our state’s
penalties for poaching game animals and selling game parts game law penalties, and that’s a circumstance we need to
and trophies. These issues have not been addressed for more change.

than 20 years, and it’s time to modernize the laws already on

the books.

Although the bill stalled in the House Game and Fisheries
Committee and was not able to move further in the process
this past session, | will support it when it is re-introduced in
the new legislative session. There is a deep concern in the
outdoor community, especially among sportsmen, that the
punishments for taking game illegally have not kept pace

with the seriousness of the crime or with the penalties of

surrounding states. Pennsylvania is becoming the land of






