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The Honorable Tina Davis 
106B East Wing 
PO Box 202141 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2141 
 
October 17, 2011 

 

Representative Davis: 
 
In the realm of addressing Pennsylvania’s transportation funding problems, it is imperative for legislators, 
planners, transit operators and regulatory agencies to look at where existing funding is being spent, and 
what standards our systems are being forced to adhere to.  
 
PA-TEC maintains the position that existing funding for mass transit in southeastern Pennsylvania is not 
allocated to meet the region’s needs. For years, the planned agenda has been to invest solely in replacing 
facilities and adding components to the existing system that do not add new transit riders. Despite a $25 
million dollar annual budget, DVRPC, the region’s planning organization, has not delivered a plan that 
puts our region in compliance with EPA air quality standards. Despite a $1 billion dollar annual capital 
and operating budget, SEPTA has been unable to restore lost rail services in parts of Bucks County that 
have experienced explosive population growth. Instead, millions are wasted on operating empty buses and 
diverting funding to developing new complex infrastructure. One example is $4 million dollars to rehab a 
bus turnaround-loop in Cheltenham Township. In the end, good projects such as restored rail service on 
Bucks County’s Newtown line are unfathomable with existing funding soaked up by poor capital projects 
and underutilized bus services. 
 
Clearly taxpayers are opposed to new fees and higher taxes to fix this problem. An example is the failed 
attempt to toll US 422 by DVRPC. The growing chorus is for local, state and federal agencies to begin 
living within our means. While many regulations have good intentions, such as ADA requirements which 
is driving SEPTA to spend millions on each train station it replaces, the unintended consequence is the 
prohibition of expanding lost rail service in areas of high growth. 
 
Reform of our priorities and requirements is the only solution. We cannot afford the agendas and 
regulations by which we are operating today. Please do not ask taxpayers to pay more without change. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Jon Frey 



House Democratic Policy Committee  

Testimony on Transportation Funding 

 

10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania 

Submitted by: by Jack Machek, President & CEO 

  

 

October 13, 2011 

 

 

10,000 Friends is grateful for the opportunity to submit testimony to the House Policy 

Committee regarding the Governor’s Transportation Funding Advisory Commission’s 

recommendations.    

 

When the Commission released its report this past August, we applauded the 

recommendations calling for new sources of revenue to support Pennsylvania’s 

crumbling infrastructure system and underfinanced transportation system.  But we also 

stressed that the Governor needs to tie any new funding to reforms that ensure efficient 

asset management, land use planning, and most importantly a “Fix it First” policy with 

respect to infrastructure projects. 

 

Pennsylvania is facing a daunting and well-documented crisis in funding for 

transportation and infrastructure needs across the state.  The Governor asked his 

Commission to find $2.5 billion in annual revenue streams, and the Commission in turn 

found $2.7 billion in revenue enhancements. It is critical that the Governor embrace the 

new revenue streams, as they are absolutely necessary for Pennsylvania’s economic 

success.  But new revenue must also be tied to smarter management of our land, a 

consumable resource of the Commonwealth, or the state will be doomed to repeat 

expensive past mistakes.  

 

With 28% of the Pennsylvania’s bridges structurally deficient and, as of 2008, twenty-

two percent of the Commonwealth’s state-owned road miles in poor condition, PennDOT 

must commit to a “Fix it First” strategy with funds for infrastructure projects.  The state’s 

road and bridge repair needs are costing us exponentially more – up to ten times more – 

because the proper preventive maintenance wasn’t done during the entire life of the road 

or bridge.  By failing to do this maintenance, and failing to generate the revenue needed 

to do so, we are passing the bill on to our children – robbing them of future tax revenue 

needed to meet the challenges of their generation.   

 

While we recognize that there may be limited instances where adding new capacity to the 

road network is the right thing to do, we believe that fixing all of our aging existing 

infrastructure should be the state’s top transportation funding priority.  At the same time, 

any new capacity projects need to be evaluated with strict criteria based on sound land 

use principles.  This is the only fiscally responsible approach, or we will build even more 

roads and bridges that we cannot afford to maintain. 

 



Pennsylvania needs to adopt some basic bedrock principles in supporting comprehensive 

funding for transportation.  First and foremost, we must fix our existing infrastructure 

first in order to control future costs and protect the billions of dollars in investment that 

we have already made in existing assets serving historically vital corridors. To delay such 

needed maintenance and repairs will lead to exponentially higher costs for the state and 

our taxpayers in the future.   

 

Second, we must build the right infrastructure by investing in high value, community-

driven projects that are linked to efficient land use planning developed at the regional and 

local levels.  Infrastructure and transportation projects need to be designed in ways that 

respect the visions of our communities so that both their quality of life and the natural 

environment are preserved.  Pennsylvania must improve upon its past failures in this area 

and more explicitly require transportation projects that offer cost-effective solutions that 

fit with community needs and reflect public input.    

 

Because transportation demands evolve as mobility patterns change, we must plan ahead 

and link transportation investments with community land use plans.  The best way to do 

this is by: (1) Expanding implementation of the Smart Transportation philosophy and 

policies, as embodied by the Smart Transportation Guidebook; and (2) Expanding and 

continuing the Pennsylvania Community Transportation Initiative (PCTI), an existing 

program that funds plans and projects that successfully link land use and transportation 

investment decisions.  Our ultimate goal (and a better transportation system would result) 

should be to see that the process and scoring system used by the PCTI program is 

increasingly used to prioritize all transportation investments. 

 

Transportation infrastructure is the lifeblood of our communities and is essential to 

facilitating commerce and economic development. If done the right way, we can rebuild 

our key assets instead of draining our communities financially.  In the end, this will give 

Pennsylvanians more transportation and travel choices and create more sustainable 

communities. But this will require project selection criteria that links land use and 

transportation networks to ensure that adequate funding follows the new priorities.  Such 

an approach will result in: 

 

 Projects that connect existing communities with job and economic centers; 

 Projects that save money while enhancing quality of life; and 

 Strategic planning that focuses on existing assets, so that we reduce the amount 

of local and state tax dollars spent on expensive expansion of water and sewer 

systems and public safety services in the future. 

 

Only by connecting transportation and infrastructure projects with these critical reforms, 

and then investing additional resources to build the projects that result, can Pennsylvania 

make real and lasting progress.  If such strategies are not pursued and the state reverts 

back to business as usual, money will be wasted and our current traffic, congestion, land 

use, and transportation problems will continue. 

 

Thank you. 
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