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Asenda

Senate Bill 1431 PN1980 (Laughlin) An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in Pennsylvania Game Commission, further providing for Game
Commission officers and employees; and, in enforcement, further providing for powers and
duties of enforcement officers.

And any other business that comes before the Committee.

Adjournment
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE BILL ANALYSIS

Bill No:
Committee:
Sponsor:
Date:

s81431 PN1980

Judiciary
Laughlin, Daniel

L0l7/2026

Prepared By:

Executive Director:

David Vitale, Esq.
(7L7) 7Os-701L
David Vitale, Esq.

A. Brief Concepl

Requires a Game Commission officer or employee to obtain a valid warant before entering any
propertç posted or otherwise.

C. Analvsis of the Bill

Amends Title 34 (Game) section 303 (Game Commission officers and employees) to require
every officeç employee or representative of the commission in the exercise of their powers and
duties shall have the right and authority, wlth a valid warrant to go upon or enter any property,
posted or otherwise, outside of buildings.

The bill also amends section 901 (Powers and duties of enforcement officers) to provide a that
an officer shall obtain a valid warrant before entering any property, posted or otherwise.

Effective Date:

60 Days.

G. Ralevant Existing Laws

Under the current statute, Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) personnel have authority to
enter private propefi and conduct surveillance without a warrant or probable cause-even
when landowners have clearly posted notices against trespassing. In fact, the statute affords
enforcement powers to the PGC that go beyond what is typically allowed for law enforcement
agencies. However, in a recent PA Supreme Court decisions the Court determined that the state
constitution generally requires a warrant to search privately marked land and landowners who
take sufficient steps to exclude intruders-such as posting signs, fencing, or gating-have a

reasonable expectation of privacy in their open fields. This expectation of privacy applies to
PGC personnel. See, Punxsutawney Hunting CIub v. Pennsylvania Game Commission.

E. Prior Session (Previous Bill Numbers & House/Senate Votesl

None

This document is a summary of proposed legislation and is prepared only as general information for use by the Democratic
Members and Staff of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.The document does not represent the legislative intent of
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and may not be utilized as such,





PRIOR PRINTERIS NO. L9O2 PRINTER'S NO. 1980

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE
No. 1431

BILL
Session of

2026

INTRODUCED BY LAUGHLTN, KEEFER, PENNYCUICK, STEFANO AND DUSH,
AUGUST lL, 2026

SENATOR ROTHMAN,
SEPTEMBER 29,

GAME AND FTSHERIES, AS AMENDED,
2026

AN ACT

l- Amending Tì-t.le 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consol-idated
2 Statutes, in Pennsylvania Game Commission, further providing
: for Game Commission officers and employees,' and, in
4 enforcement, further providing for powers and duties of
5 enforcement officers.
6 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Sectj-on 303 (c) of Title 34 of the Pennsylvania

Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

S 303. Game Commission offi-cers and employees.
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***

(c) Power and authority.--Every officer, employee or

representative of the commission in the exercise of their pohlers

and duties shall have the right and authorit with a valid

warrant

#, to qo upon or enter any property, posted or

otherwise, outside of buildings.

Section 2. Section 901 of Title 34 is amended by addingr a

subsection to read:
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S 901. Powers and duties of enforcement officers.
***

(b -2\ !üarrant recrlr i rement- - -- officer shall obtain a val-id

warrant before enterinq anv þroþertv, posted or otherwise-

f€.ffii@.

***

Sect.ion 3. This act shal-l take effect in 60 days.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE BILL ANALYSIS

Bill No:
Committee:
Sponsor:
Date:

s80210 PN0150

Judiciary
Picozzi
2/tLl2O2s

Prepared By: David Vitale, Esq.
(717) 705-7orL,679t

Executive Director: David Vitale, Esq.

A. Brief Concepl

Creates the offense of interference with operation or movement of a public transit vehicle in
Title 75.

C. Analys¡s of the eill

Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) to create 93725 (relating to Interference with operation or
movement of a public transit vehicle).

A person is guilty of a felony in the first degree if the person:

. Attempts to cause or intentionally cause bodily injury, serious bodily injury, or death to a
mass transit vehicle operator while in the performance of the operator's duties,

. Attempts to interfere or intentionally, knowingly or recklessly interferes with an operator
while in the performance of the operator's duty that results in serious bodily injury or
death of another person.

A person is guilty of a felony in the third degree if the person

. Attempts to cause or intentionally or knowingly causes bodily injury to an operator while
in the performance of the operator's duty.

. Attempts to interfere or intentionally, knowingly or recklessly interferes with an operator
while in the performance of the operator's duty that results in bodily injury of another
person.

. Attempts, by physical menace, to put an operator, while in the performance of the
operator's duty, in fear of imminent serious bodily injury or death.

Definitions:

"Operator," A driver, conductor, operations staff or engineer on board the public transit vehicle.

"Public transit vehicle." A bus, mass transit vehicle, commuter rail passenger transportation as
defined under 49 U.S.C. g 24L02 (relating to definitions), incline, light rail, monorail, railroad
passenger car, streetcar, subway, train, trolley and a similar vehicle or system for the exclusive
use of public transportation.

Effective Date:

60 Days.

G, Relevant Existing Laws

18 5 2705. Recklessly endangering another person: A person commits a misdemeanor of the
second degree if he recklessly engages in conduct which places or may place another person in
danger of death or serious bodily injury.



18 9270L. Simple assault: A person is guilty of assault if he: (1) attempts to cause or
intentionally, knowingly or recklessly causes bodily injury to another; (2) negligently causes
bodily injury to another with a deadly weapon; (3) attempts by physical menace to put another
in fear of imminent serious bodily injury [...]. S¡mple assault is a misdemeanor of the second
degree.

18 g 2702. Aggravated assault: A person is guilty of aggravated assault if he: (1) attempts to
cause serious bodily injury to another, or causes such injury intentionally, knowingly or
recklessly under circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to the value of human life; (2)
attempts to cause or intentionally, knowingly or recklessly causes serious bodily injury to any
of the officers, agents, employees or other persons enumerated in subsection (c) or to an
employee of an agency, company or other entity engaged in public transportation, while in the
performance of duty [...]. Aggravated assault under subsection (aX1), (2) and (9) is a felony
of the first degree.

18 5 2501. Criminal homicide: A person is guilty of criminal homicide if he intentionally,
knowingly, recklessly or negligently causes the death of another human being. Criminal
homicide shall be classified as murder, voluntary manslaughter (F1), or involuntary
manslaughter (M1).

18 5 901. Criminal attempt: A person commits an attempt when, with intent to commit a
specific crime, he does any act which constitutes a substantial step toward the commission of
that crime.

5905: Except as otherwise provided in this title, attempt, solicitation and conspiracy are crimes
of the same grade and degree as the most serious offense which is attempted [...].

18 5 1102 (c). Sentence for murder-Attempt, solicitation and conspiracy: ... [A] person who
has been convicted of attempt, solicitation or conspiracy to commit murder, murder of an
unborn child or murder of a law enforcement officer where serious bodily injury results may be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment which shall be fixed by the court at not more than 40
years. Where serious bodily injury does not result, the person may be sentenced to a term of
imprisonment which shall be fixed by the court at not more than 20 years.

E. Prior Session (Previous Bill Numbers & House/Senate Votes).

This bill (HB 977 of 2O23) was unanimously reported out of the Senate Transportation
Committee in November 2O23 and passed by the full Senate by a vote of 47-L. The bill was
referred to the House Transportation Committee but saw no further action.

This document is a summary of proposed legislation and is prepared only as general information for use by the Democratic
Members and Staff of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.The document does not represent the legislative intent of
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and may not be utilized as such.



PRTNTER'S NO 150

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 21 0 Session of

2025

]NTRODUCED BY PICOZZI, TARTAGLIONE, FARRY, PENNYCUICK, ROTHMAN,
ARGALL, MASTRIANO, FONTANA/ VOGEL, BARTOLOTTA, KANE,
ROBTNSON, LANGERHOLC, MTLLER AND STEFANO, JANUARY 29, 2025

REFERRED TO TRA,NSPORTATTON, JANUARY 29, 2025

AN ACT

1 Amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
2 Statutes, ín miscellaneous provisions relating to operation
¡ of vehicl-es, providing for the offense of interference with
4 operation or movement of a public transit vehicle.

This act may be referred to as the Bernard N. Gribbin Law.

The General Assembly of

as follows:

the Commonweal-th of Pennsylvania

7 hereby enacts

Sectj-on 1. Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated

Statutes is amended by adding a section to read:
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S 3725. Interference with ope ation or movement- of a orrblic

transi-t vehicle.
(a) Offense defined.--A person is quil-tv of interference

w.i lh the ô"oeration or movement ô f a nrrhl i r- f rans'i I rzehi cl e i f

the person:

(1-) Attempts to cause or i ntent'i ona'l 'l v- knowi nolv or

recklesslv causes serious bodilv in-ìurv or death to an

^ñôr.Ènr ¡^r].r'í 'l a i n 'l-}¡a na rf ^ç 1-lra l-nr | õ 
^r11-

(?\ Attemnts t.o cause or nlenl'i ona I I r¡ or knowi no'l r¡



causes bodi-lv iniurv to an operator whíle i-n the performance

of the operatorrs duty.

l3l Al.i-emnf.q lo "i nlcrferc r-ìr inl,ent iona I 'l v. knowi nol v or

rock'lo.qqlr¡'i nlorfaroq v¡'i I ân ôrleralor wh'i 'l e in lhe

performance of the operator I s duty that results ín serious
I-rndi I rz 'ì nirrr\/ ^r da:'f-l.r af rnnJ-har nêre^n

(4\
^

.l-lomn1-q l-n 'i nlcrfcrc ôr int.entionaIIv- know.i nolv or

ro¡kloqql rz'inl-erferaq r^ri J-h en ôl)êrâfor while in j-hc

performance of the operatorrs dutv that results in bodily
iniury of another person.

(5) Att-emot-s bv ohvsi r:a I nace to put an operator,
çrhi lo 'in l-ha'narf.rrmãrlñâ nf lh e ôrlerâtorf s drrlr¡- 'i n fear of

imm'inanl qarinrrc l-rnr{i lr¡ 'inirrr\/ 
^r riaalh

(b) Penalties - --
(1) A oerson eonv'i ctecl of a violation of subsection (a)
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(1) or l3) eommi ls a fel onv of the first deqree.

(2) A person convicted of a violation of subsectíon (a)

(2\ - ( 4\ ôr l5l r:ommi ls a fc'l onr¡ nf lha lhi rd dacrrcc

lr:) Dcfinilinns --A s rrqcrì in this seetion. the fol I owì no

words and nhrâqêq qh¡l I herza lha meâni nos oì r¡en to lhem i n l-hi .q

subsection unless the context clearlv indicates otherwise:
trOoerator-rr A cirir¡er- cÕn uctor, oTlerations staf f or

anrrì naar .rñ l-rn:rd f ha nr¡Þrl'i n l-ranci l- r¡ah'i ¡l a

rrPrrl'll i r- lrans-ì I r¡eh'i ¡'l o rr h;rrs. mass transit wehicle-

r.ommrrl-er ra'i I 1lâqqênarêr .l-r:nq1r.ìr Lation- as that lerm is ciefinecl

rrnrior 4q Tl S f- € )41n) tralal ino lo clefinilion.s)- inr:l'ine-

lioht rail- monora'i l- railro¡rl ssenoer car, streetcar, sLrk)wav.

train- l-rollcr¡ and a s'i milar rrah cle or svstem for t-he exelu.si\/e

use of publ-ic transportation.
Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

20250S80210PNOr_50 2



11IJU5E OF REPRESENTATIVES
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE BILL ANALYSIS

Bill No:
Committee:
Sponsor:
Date:

HR0660 PN4o49
Judiciary
Briggs, Tim
L0/L6/2026

Prepared By:

Executive Director:

Marissa Itterlv
(717) 70s-1Bbo
David Vitale, Esq.

A. Brief Concepl

3J';:i':iååT'iiii:[".fro;::n'"nt commission to condu* a comprehensive study or secur*y

C. Anatysis of the Bi!|

unlike county courthouses, magisterial district courts are dispersed throughout communitiesand operate in a stand-alon" or*iãàr, municipar ouiiJings, commerciar propertiesand other locations that werã noiì..,".".raritv aesiiñä¿ rãrîoäilî.íri'securíty needs.security for magisterial district courts is implemented.principaily at the county and judiciar3:"T5:','"î:!"il;.'lffthli;"r"'.ï*jtiå'å'"ï.Tå[ì:'i'fJ;:,:i:*il:å]:ry subsranria,,v

security threats at m-agisterial district courts are not theoreticar and serious incidents haveÍ,ifr:å'"i1';i Tffiff:l'*ll"ti;iXõ;;, äï:"'iT:;:"', raw e#oi."äãnt officers, ritisants,

A statewide maqisterial district to,:t-r:-.yrity survey co.nducted in 2019 found that 93olo ofresponding coutis a¡a noi sðrän-ît" g"nurat'pubric äithe pubric 
"ntiancä 

on a dairy basis.The same statewide review identified.disparities in secu_rity hardware, access contrors, duressatarms, crosed circuit tere;isi;;; Ëuilirt¡. ö.tËãtio",ä"rgun.y pranning,training' prisoner movement and other oår¡. iãärri'tir"urrres and rou-n¿ that onryapproximately one-half of responJentt ."potão-;;;íü an emergency action pran in prace.
The court Adminis-trator of Pennsylvania convened a Magisterial District court securíty TäskGroup in 2019 to review Úre selulltv 

¡ostuSe or rnalisteriar district courtsino recommendmeasures to improve the safetv ;iihg pubric, .o;riï;ìf ."J¡uäõà.;äì; Aususr 2020, anexecutive summary ol th.e tast'gioup'r'*o.t ia"ni¡i¡ã¿"L.ormendations, incruding an armedcourt securitv officer during t"güi.. åmc" r,ouir-,';;;"å weapons ,.iã"ñíng, expanded use ofadvanced communication tËcññãiãätr r,.nge. rã.ir,tv ,ì¿ securly guioeiines, consideration orilåi#i"ii':ffi:ï:::,',.',ilHillít'*ääiiå#iäi;security o;";¡s;i und emersency

The 2020 review also recognized thatmeaningfur ímprementation wourd require cooperationamong the General nssem6ly, c;Ë;;ot Judicíarv ånäiornt¡es and ãn.ol-ràg"d identification of
recurring funding for court rålr-ritv p"rsonner unä ,.*Àning equipment.
More than six years have elapsed since that statewide review, during which time securityincidents have continue!., ;;;.";'iry räll9rogy il'Ë;';ractices navã evoived, facir*y needshave changed and counties rraue îàã-JinËr¡'"ä äffi:5 ro impremenr recommendedrmprovements.

This resolution directs the Joint state Government commission to conduct a comprehensivestudy of security at magisteriar ¿¡äiùt courts in this corron*earth, incruding an update ofprior findings and 1-lotrÎt¿at¡ons,in assessment of lurrent.secuiity coiåitionr, practices,incidents and recommendations rãr-m¡nimr,.n-;"¿;;iistînoar¿s 
and imprementation.

https ://billanalysis-pahofr.msappproxy. 
neVpreview.aspx
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In condUCting the study, the JSGU Snall' dL o rtrIr"'¡'e'r!

l.compileacurrentcounty-by-countyinventoryof.securityatmagisterialdistrictcourts'-irå"'lrv"'"iäÏËi#3îr^"f 
il3;T51J""Jlxî"å$"*:*ç¡:$:i'i:::Hi"'securitY Pers

practices u "."!äJiö";i : I 
J^ -*ruä 

t*yr;"r.t"q pol icies and proced u res ;

2. obtain ano anátyze avairabre *""rvìiã"iu':uJrc¡ur rti.iää;R¿porting svstem data and

other incioenäæå for magist"riuiåirtrict courts *älll'zözb tËto'gh the most recent

available date;
3.identifysignificantsecuritylllr-aentsatmagisterialdistrictcourtsandevaluatewhether

those incidents revear ..u.urring i;ìÃ".uiri{í", in sci"ãning, faci*ty design, prisoner

control, staffing, emergency tgtnontã or o!h-el::curity practices;

4. collect rrom coúhties that conOú[i *"upons scre.en¡d'th" number and type of weapons or

dangerous rääå'äËi*tã¿ ol. i"iãiirc."ã-at magist"rúl distt¡ct court entrances;

5. assess.orpián." w*h curren.;;;ì;;;tiur.a¡'úitt=ä;;äùùv' 
equipment and securitv

suidetines ,;;ffi";'apprrcaure lÏr"î, ;tilOaras anã ueit ptuctices' and identifv anv

areas in wnilñ existins ,tunOuriJ ì'ñåura u" '"ui'".] 
ãit"ib''t"":g "j 

made mandatorv;

6. evaluare security staffing .."9-"i;ãniliõ:t-ttti"i"'g' Ëert"ification' supervision' authority'

liabitity, availabiíity and cost.coniiderations associäiËã *itft each model; and

7. recommend legislation, court-*Ëä;ges,.stateriidã standards' administrative

practices, runã-íng mechanism* ãin"r-actions "åäö 
to piãïio" reasonabre and

consistent Jåätiïv åi magisterial district courts'

Composition of the Advisorv Committee:

.SixmagisterialdistrictjYg'g",,assignedbytheAoPc,withtheassìgnmentsreflecting
seosrapniJ;wersity and the J"ä;';v;i'oímstanäJ&'ttuù' lnedlu.m 

and larse counties;

. one president judge of a .ourt-;';'t;ó" prtu' äï''Ig"Ëi;; ir'tã ÁOtinistrative office of

PennsYlvania Courts;
.onedistrictcourtadministratorassignedbytheAdministrativeofficeofPennsylvania

Courts;
. The court Administrator of pennsylvania or a designee with responsibi*ty for judiciar

. +';:t5|åïì:t:llå",. or pennsylvania state police or a desisnee;

. The Attorney General or a designee;

. The t"nnti'iÃìu üiaim-novocate or a designee;

. A repres"títuüu" or the counlv ôómm¡ss¡oners Association;

'Arepres;i;Ñ;ãrtn"pennsítvaniasheriffs'Association;. A repres;i;iil; ãr tn" p"nnriiuãniã ór'i"rt of Police Association;

. A repres;i;iil; ãr tn" p"""Ëii"ã"iã óiitti.t Attornevs Association;

.Arepres";äi¡";ãrtn"p"nnËiiuãniãpuilrc-oefenderAssociation;

. A representative with expe*ise ¡n court securiti, tniçt u':::'-T-:lt or protective

operations in consultation *iiËtie-Ãã|.l1ini'ttut'í" ónit" of Pennsylvania courts;

. The president of the ,"nnrviuäni" éiãté Lodge åitnã Èraternal order of Police' or a

designee'
. A represjntative of- tf e pennsylvania coalition Against Domestic Violence;

' A repres;i;ii"¿ of the t"";;iil¡il; -B?:1'-::ciation; 
and

.Anyotherindividualorr"pr"iäntativeo'guni'ution[f't"JointStateGovernment
commission determin"r *oJiJ'tãlerially assist the study'

elloç" d.tlËf;,t?*3.Ll 3iF#';iiio;#å; p,!,_,91nt pro temp9I."_-oïh" senate; speaker or

the Governor;
the House or nJörãsentarives; 

'..,å'ãtíåirpàison 

ano rinäritv chairperson of the Judiciary

committee or ü-; nãr" an¿- senãtä;ìnL crrairp"r*n'äiä-ñ'rinórity chairoerson of the

Appropriat,""Jè"rä,i."ã or 
''r" 

lãúr" ãna senate;'iË c;"tt Ào*in¡ttiutor of Pennsvlvania;

and the presiãeni of the special iåurt juoges Association of Pennsylvania'

Effective Date:

The study completion date is December 3L' 2027

https://billanalysis-pahofr'msappproxy' 
net/Preview'aspx
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G. Relevant Existing Laws

Resolution.

E. Prior Session (Previous Bill Numbers & House/Senate Votes).

None.

This document is a summary of proposed legislat¡on and is prepared only as general information for use by the Democratic
Members and Staff of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.The document does not represent the legislative intent of
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and may not be utilized as such.
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PR]NTERI S NO 4049

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 660 'ï;';ä"'

TNTRODUCED BY BRIGGS AND HANBIDGE, OCTOBER 16 | 2026

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, OCTOBER 1-6, 2026

1

2

3

4

5

6

A RESOLUTION

Directing the Joint State Government Commission to conduct a
comprehensive study of security at magisterial district
courts in this Commonwealt.h, including an update of prior
findings and recommendations, an assessment of current
securi-ty conditions, practices, incidents and recommendations
for minimum security standards and implementation.

WHEREAS, Mag:isterial di-strict courts are an integral part of

the Unified Judicial System of the Commonwealth and serve as the

first point of contact with Pennsylvania's judicial system for

many residents; and

WHEREAS, Magi-sterial district judges preside over cri-minal-

preliminary arraignments and preliminary hearings' summary

proceedings, landlord-tenant matters, civil claims within their
jurisdiction, protection from abuse proceedings as authorized by

faw and other matters that routinel-y bring judges and court

employees into direct contact with criminal defendants, victims,

witnesses, litigants and members of the public; and

WHEREAS, Unlike county courthouses, magisterial district

courts are dispersed throughout communitj-es and operate in a

wide variety of county-owned and leased facilities, including

7
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stand-alone offices, municipal buíldings/ commercial properties

and other locations that. were not necessarily designed for
modern court security needs; and

WHEREAS, Because security for magisterial district courts is
implemented principally at the county and judicial district
level, the type and l-evel of security available at individual
courts can vary substantially based on facility design,

staffing, loca1 policy and available financial resources; and

WHEREAS, Security threats at magisteri-al district courts are

not theoretical and serious incidents have demonstrated t.he

risks faced by judges, court employees, law enforcement

officers, litigants, wi-tnesses and members of the public; and

VüHEREAS, On September L9, 20L8, a giunman opened fire at a

Fayette County magisterial district court, woundi-ng; four people

before the g'unman h/as shot and killed by police; and

WHEREAS, Orr June 28, 201,9, a defendant fl-ed a holding area at

a Del-aware County magisterial district court and was killed
while attempting to wrestle a firearm from an officer i-n the

parking 1ot; and

IdHEREAS, On December 3, 20L9, a defendant shot and seriously
injured himself in the waiting. room of a Dauphín County

magisterial district. court; and

VüHEREAS, On November 11 , 202L, ât Blair County Central- Court

in Altoona, a Blair County Prison inmate who was present for a

preliminary hearing assaulted Correctíons Officer Rhonda

Russell, seized her service \^ieapon and took her hostage; during

the response, Officer Russell was fatally struck by a shot fired
by a responding Altoona police officer at the armed inmate,' and

WHEREAS, In March 2023, a defendant being arraig'ned at a

Lancaster County magisterial district court on charges that

20260HR0660PN4049 2
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íncluded terroristic threats and criminal mischief doused

himself with a flammable liquid, set himself on fíre and ran

toward law enforcement officers inside the court; and

WHEREAS, Data from the Pennsylvania Judicial Incident

Reporti-ng System has documented a persistent volume of security

incidents at magisterial district courts, including 1-09

incidents in the first quart.er of 2026; and

WHEREAS, Following the 20LB Fayette County shooting, Fayette

County implemented full-time securit.y screening at its
magisterial district courts and began maintaining a 1og of

\^reapons detected by court security personnel; and

WHEREAS, Fayette County records show that court security
personnel detected 795 h/eapons in 20L9, L,092 I¡/eapons in 2020,

943 weapons in 2021", 1t543 weapons in 2022, L,393 weapons in
2023, l-,1-88 weapons in 2024 and 1,063 I¡Ieapons in 2025, for a

total of 8r 017 weapons detected over the seven-year period from

201,9 through 2025; and

WHEREAS, The volume of weapons detected in Fayette County

after implementation of routine screening demonstrates both the

continuing frequency with which weapons and other dangerous

items are brougrht to magisterial district court facilities and

the value of consistent entrance screening i-n identifying those

items before they enter court areas; and

I^IHEREAS, A Statewide magísterial distríct court securíty

survey conducted in 20L9 found that 93% of responding courts did

not screen the general public at the public entrance on a daily
basis; and

VüHEREAS, The same Statewide review identified disparities in

security hardware, access control-s, duress alarms, closed-

circuit televi-sion, ballistic protection, emerg'ency planning,

320260HRO660PN4049
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training, prisoner movement and other basic security measures

and found that only approximately one-half of respondents

reported having an emerg:ency action plan in place; and

VüHEREAS, The Court Administ.rator of Pennsylvania convened a

Magisterial District Court Security Task Group in 201-9 to review

the security posture of magisterial district courts and

reconmend measures to improve the safety of the public, court

staff and judges; and

WHEREAS, Iri August 2020, âh executíve summary of the task

grouprs work identified recommendati-ons, including an armed

court security officer during reqular office hours, trained
\^reapons screening, expanded use of advanced communication

technology, strong.er facility and security guidelines,

consideration of minimum office security standards, stronger

l-ocal court security oversight and emergency planning and annual

security training; and

VüHEREAS, The 2020 revíew also recoqnized that meaningful

implementation would require cooperation among the General

Assembly, Governor, Judiciary and counties and encourag'ed

identification of recurring funding for court security personnel

and screening equipment; and

WHEREAS, More than six years have elapsed since that
Statewide review, during which time security incidents have

continued, security technology and best practices have evolved,

facility needs have changed and counties have had differì-ngr

capaci-ties to implement recommended improvements; and

VüHEREAS, A current, independent and comprehensive Statewide

assessment is therefore necessary to determine the extent to
which prior recommendations have been implemented, identify
remaining security gaps, establish current costs and needs and
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2 beit
euDLcr-'rrd'nJ-e ar-Location of responsibility,. therefore

3 RESOLVED' That the House of Representati-ves direct the Joi_nt4 state Government commission to conduct a comprehensive study of5 security at magisterial district courts in this commonwealth,6 including an update of prior findings and recommendations, an7 assessment of current security conditions, practices, j-ncidents
I and reconìmendations for minimum security standards and9 implementation; and be it further

10 RESOLVED, That, in conducting the study, the Joint State11 Government Commission shall , ãt a minj_mum:
12 (1) compile a current county-by-county inventory of13 securi-ty at magisterial district courts, ì-dentifying facility1'4 type and. ownership or lease status, front door 

"""".rao, 

--

15 whether security personnel are armed., the provider and hours76 0f security, weapons screening practices and equipment andL7 0ther securi-ty-re-r-ated policies and procedures;
18 Q) obtaj-n and analyze avail-able pennsylvania Judicial_L9 rncident Reporti-ng, system data and othei i_ncident data for20 maqristerial district courts from 2o2o through the most recent2L avai-labre date, i-ncluding incidents i_nvolving threats,22 assaults/ ü/eapons, contraband, di-sorderly conduct,

23 harassment, escape or attempted escape, property damage and24 other conduct affectinq court securJ_ty,.
25 (3) identify significant securi-ty incidents at26 maglsterial district courts and evaluate whether those27 incidents reveal recurring vulnerabir_ities i_n screening.,28 facility desiqn, prisoner control, staffing, emergency29 response or other security practices;
30 (4) col-lect from counti-es that conduct r^/eapons screening
20260HR0660PN4049 _ q _
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the number and type of weapons or dangerous atems QteL

interdicted at magisterial dist'rict court entrances and

evaluate the rerationship between screening practices'

weapons d.etect'ions and reported weapons incidents;

(5) assess compliance with currenL magisterial district

courLfacility,equipmentandsecurityguidelines'andother
applicable rules' standards and best practices' and' identify

anyareasinwhichexistingstandardsshouldberevised'
strenqthened or made mandatorY;

(6) evaluate security staffing models and assess

trainingrcertification'supervision'authority'liability'
availabilityandcostconsiderationsassociatedwitheach
model; and

(7) recommend any legislation' court rule changies'

Statewid'estandards'adminístrativepractices'funding
mechanismsorotheractionsnecessarytoprovideareasonable
and consistent level of security at' magisterial district

courts throughout this Commonwealth;

and. be it further

RESOLVED, That the Joint State Government Commission

establishanadvisorycommítteetoassistwiththestudyand
that,iflappointingmembers,theCommissionseekrepresentation
fromsmall,mediumandlargecountiesandfromrural,suburban
and urban judicial d'istricts; and be it further

RESoLVED,That.theadvisorycommitt,eeinclude,ãLaminimum'

theforrowingmembersortheirdesigneesrasapplicabre:
(1) six magisterial d'istrict judges' assigned by the

AdministrativeOfficeofPennsylvaniaCourLs'withthe
assígnmentsreflectinggeographicdiversityandthesecurity
circumstances of small' medium and larg;e counties;

20260HR0660PN4049
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(2) one presídent judge of a court of coflìmon pleas

assigned by the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts;

(3) one district court administrator assigned by t.he

Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts;

(4) the Court Administrator of Pennsylvania or a

desi-gnee with responsibility for judicial district security;
(5) the Commissioner of Pennsylvania State Polj-ce or a

des ignee,'

(6) the Attorney Generaf of this Commonweal-th or a

designee,'

(1) the Pennsylvania Victim Advocate or a designee;

(8) a representative of the County Commissioners

Associatíon of Pennsylvania;

(9) a representative of the Pennsylvanj-a Sheri-ffsr

Association;
(10) a representative of the Pennsylvania Chiefs of

Police Association;

(11) a representative of the Pennsylvania District

Attorneys Association;
(12) a representative of the Pennsylvania Public

Defender Association;
(13) a representative with expertise in court security,

threat assessment or protective operations in consultation

with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts;

(14) the President of the Pennsylvanj-a State Lodge of

the Fraternal Order of Police I or a designee;

(15) a representatj-ve of the Pennsylvania Coal-ition

Against Domestic Violence;

(16) a representative of the Pennsylvania Bar

Association; and

120260HR0660PN4049
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(L7) any other individual or representative organization

the Joint State Government Commission determines would

material-ly assist the study;

and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Joint State Government Commission and

advisory committee consult, to the extent practicable, with
indi-viduals who participated in the 201,9-2020 Magisterial
District Court Security Task Group and with the Administrative
Office of Pennsylvania Courts, county g-overnments, judicial

districts, law enforcement agencies, courL employees and other

stakeholders possessing relevant data or expertise,' and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the Joint State Government Commission accept

and review written comments, data and recommendations from

individuals and organizations, including magisterial district
judges and court employees, and take reasonable steps to protect
nonpubLic security-sensitíve information from unnecessary

disclosure; and be ít further
RESOLVED, That the Joint Stat.e Government Commission issue a

report containing" its findings and recommendations no later than

December 31, 2027, including a county-by-county assessment, a

comparison with the 201,9-2020 baseline¡ âfl assessment of
implementation of prior reconìmendations, current íncident and

weapons screeninq data, reconìmended minimum security standards,

estimated costs, funding options, implementation prioritíes and

reconìmended statutory, rul-e or policy changes,' and be it further
RESOLVED, That copies of the report be transmitted to:

(1) the Governor;

(2) the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania;

(3) the President pro tempore of the Senate;
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(4) the Speaker of the House of Representatives,'

(5) the chairperson and minority chairperson of the

Judíciary Committee of the Senate;

(6) the chairperson and minority chairperson of the

Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives,'

(7) the chairperson and minority chairperson of the

Appropriations Committee of the Senate;

(8) the chairperson and minority chairperson of the

Appropriations Committee of the House of Representatives;

.(9) the Court Administrator of Pennsylvanía; and

(10) the President of the Special Court Judges

Association of Pennsylvania.
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