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Harry A. Readshaw

Why I voted against
the transportation
tax bill
In November, I dismissed the new transportation
plan as a $2.3 billion tax hike on working
Pennsylvanians who simply cannot afford another
tax hike. It seems that Gov. Corbett can cut taxes
for large corporations, but has no problem placing
a burden on the average Pennsylvania family to the
tune of $2.34 billion. The increase in the gasoline
and diesel fuel taxes will hit local businesses in
a negative way and result in rising delivery and
transportation costs which will be passed on to the
consumer. When implemented, the state gasoline
tax will be the highest in the United States. This
position is not a place of honor! Taxpayers get
dumped on once again.
I recognize that Pennsylvania’s transportation
system is facing major issues. Everyone is for, and
supports, properly maintained and safe bridges,
properly maintained and safe roads and good mass
transit service. While bridges, roads and transit
must be subsidized properly and safely maintained,
we must not place the entire burden on taxpayers.
Initiatives and alternatives should have been
considered instead of beating taxpayers to death,
including increasing the severance (drilling) tax
on Marcellus Shale operations from 3% to 5%, as
our neighboring states have done, and closing the
Delaware Loophole.
There were other ways to resolve the problem
and they were given no consideration. We must
be smarter as we attempt to solve problems in the
commonwealth. When Pennsylvanians find out what
this is really going to cost them every year, they
will be furious. THEIR POCKETS WERE PICKED!
That’s why I did not support the legislation and
voted ‘NO’ on behalf of my constituents.
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West Homestead Light Up Night

up going out in the best tradition of the
Steelers … fighting back and keeping
things exciting.
Let’s look ahead to next fall and the road
for a Steeler victory in Super Bowl XLIX!
In the meantime, I’ve got another number
on my mind – LXXXII – that’s House Bill
82 in the Legislature, now Act No. L … I
mean Act No. 50 of 2013.

West Homestead Mayor John Dindak and Rep. Readshaw
join two of Santa’s elves during the annual Light Up Night
celebration on Dec. 7.

Brentwood EMS Banquet

I’m almost recovered from the Steelers’
season, though my muzzle has turned
two shades greyer.
It started out like it was going to be the
most miserable in more dog years than
I can count, then ended up depending
on a field goal missed by another team
that Suisham could have made on one
leg with a pack of dachshunds snapping
at his heel. Then, to find out that the
refs missed a penalty that should have
allowed a re-kick … I nearly threw up on
my throwback bumble bee jersey!
When the last-minute two-point
conversion failed against the Ravens, I
hid under the bed for two hours.

Judge Jack Bova receives a citation upon his
retirement recognizing his many years of service.
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EMS members were recognized at the Brentwood EMS banquet in
November. From left: Rep. Readshaw; Helen Owens, a 15-year and life
member; John Pozza, 10-year member; Jeff Reagalski, 10-year member;
Dennis Datt, 14-year member; and Brentwood Mayor Ken Lockhart.

It was too much when the zebra guys
ruled that Antonio Brown stepped out-ofbounds during the wild run for a winning
touchdown against Miami. I made sure
nobody is ever going to find the pink
flamingo Harry had in the back yard.
But, you know what? Even after the
miserable start and the 55 points the
Patriots scored against them, they ended

Harry was an enthusiastic co-sponsor
of the Costs of Care of Seized Animals
Act. The new law requires that the owner
of an animal seized through cruelty to
animal charges assume responsibility for
the cost of caring for the animal.

be responsible for their care until the
situation is resolved.
Speaking of care, it’s time to fold up my
Terrible Towel and #43 jersey until next
fall when I will again proudly bark, “HERE
WE GO STEELERS, HERE WE GO!”
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The shelter housing the animal can
petition the courts to impose a $15 per
day fee for the cost of the care. This
would offset the cost of housing, food,
examinations, medical treatment for
the animal or (gulp) euthanasia if a
veterinarian determines it is the only way
to relieve the animal’s suffering.

In December, the House
unanimously adopted my three
resolutions honoring emergency
responders in Pittsburgh.
Pittsburgh’s first responders are
always willing to put their lives
on the line at a moment’s notice.
They also show a dedication to
interdepartmental cooperation,
which is so important in many
emergencies.
House Resolution 562 honors
the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire,
which was formed as a volunteer
group in 1793. The bureau
became a fully paid, professional
firefighting service in 1870 and
is renowned for creating the first
firefighter union in 1903. Today,
the Bureau of Fire employs over
600 professional firefighters in
29 stations throughout the city.
House Resolution 563
recognizes the Pittsburgh
Police Department, which was
formed in 1836. Currently, there
are approximately 900 law
enforcement officers in the city

protecting the 345,000 residents
and many businesses within the
city limits.
House Resolution 564 honors
the Pittsburgh Bureau of
Emergency Medical Services,
which was created in 1975. The
EMS crews consist of more than
160 paramedics serving on 13
ambulance crews, two rescue
trucks, its river rescue and other
specialty services. The Bureau
of EMS annually responds to
more than 56,000 calls.
The three bureaus frequently
work together, providing
security, safety and emergency
needs for major city events,
such as the G-20 Summit, the
Pittsburgh Marathon, and many
professional and collegiate
athletic events.
I appreciate the dedication of all
of the first responders in risking
their lives for the protection of
their community and anyone
passing through it.

The fee would apply only to seized
animals, not those lost and taken to a
shelter or those voluntarily turned over by
their owner.
Payments would continue until the
charge is settled in court or the
defendant relinquishes ownership of the
animal.
Shelters have financial obligations.
Housing, staff, heat, food, kitty litter
and bedding aren’t free, you know.
Harry believes it is reasonable for
someone who allegedly denied basic
care or abused their animal should

“No, cousin Starrie, I’m not going help
you. You have to sit on Harry’s lap
while he pretends to be Santa … like
everyone else. Just tell him you want the
big rawhide chew and the grumpy cat
calendar and get down.”

From left: Jim Walsh, Pennsylvania Fraternal Order of Police,
Legislative Committee; Joe Regan, Pittsburgh Police Department;
Rep. Harry Readshaw; Darren Kelly, Pittsburgh Fire Bureau; and
John Gardell, Pittsburgh Fire Bureau.

Readshaw receives the Four
Chaplains Legion of Honor award
Rep. Readshaw
receives the Four
Chaplains Legion of
Honor award in the
Capitol Rotunda.
Tom Tigue, a former
state representative
and retired
Marine colonel,
and Christine
Beady, executive
director of the Four
Chaplains Memorial
Foundation,
presented the
award.

The Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation recently awarded
me with a Four Chaplains Legion of Honor award.
The Legion of Honor award publicly recognizes and honors
outstanding members of society whose lives model the
giving spirit and unconditional service to community, nation,
and humanity without regard to race or religious faith,
exemplified so dramatically by four chaplains in World
War II. It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, when an Army
transport ship, filled to capacity with 902 servicemen,
merchant seamen and civilian workers, was sunk by a
German submarine. The four chaplains – Lt. George L. Fox,
a Methodist minister; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, a Jewish
rabbi; Lt. John P. Washington, a Roman Catholic priest; and
Lt. Clark V. Poling, a Dutch Reformed minister – calmed the
men with prayers and encouragement and then gave up
their life vests to save others.
According to the foundation, I was selected based on my
work to protect military bases and their communities in the
commonwealth as a member of the Pennsylvania Military
Community Protection Commission, as well as for the
Gettysburg Monuments Project, which I created to raise
funds to maintain the monuments to Pennsylvanians who
died at Gettysburg in the Civil War. I also served in the
U.S. Marine Corps and am active with numerous veterans’
organizations in my community.

Equal Pay for Equal Work
I am an avid supporter of Equal Pay for
Equal Work for women in the employment
field.
Although equal pay has been federal law
since 1963, women with the same education,
experience and skills are still paid less
than men for similar work. In 2012, women
earned 76.5 cents for every dollar that
men did. Male full-time workers had annual
earnings of $49,398 compared to that of
$37,791 for women, according to the Census
Bureau report late in 2011. Across the
nation, women are losing billions of dollars a

year because of wage discrimination.
This also applies to women who are trying
to establish their own businesses. Once
confined mainly to the home, women now
have a range of opportunities out in society.
Pennsylvania needs to be doing better at
allowing women to secure credit and provide
networking and mentoring opportunities for
these future business owners.
I will continue my efforts, working to secure
that women across Pennsylvania have equal
rights for equal pay.

Legislation working through
the General Assembly
I have introduced a number of
bills this legislative session. Here
is a list of those currently under
consideration:
In May, the House passed H.B.
261, which would provide specific
authority to all 29 licensing boards
and commissions within the
Department of State’s Bureau of
Professional and Occupational
Affairs to suspend or revoke a
license for failure to pay a fine
or cost assessed as a result of a
disciplinary process.
Currently, only nine of the 29
licensing boards and commissions
have specific authority to suspend
or revoke a license for failure to
pay a fine.
The bill is awaiting final vote in the
Senate.
H.B. 262 would allow local
communities to control the
number and type of liquor-license
establishments that are located in
a specific community.
Current law only limits liquor
licenses on a county-wide level.
I believe local communities are
better judges of the needs and
abuses of alcohol on a more

personal level. While I have heard
numerous complaints about bars
in the South Side, this bill would
give all communities an avenue to
say enough is enough.
The bill was reported out of the
Liquor Control committee in
March and is awaiting a full House
review.
H.B. 263 was reported out of the
House Professional Licensure
Committee and sent to the
full House for consideration in
December. The bill would require
licensees of all boards and
commissions within the Bureau
of Professional and Occupational
Affairs to report any misdemeanor,
felony or drug conviction to their
licensing board within 30 days of
the conviction.
In December, the House passed
H.B. 1558, which used language
I authored and would amend
the Cosmetology Law to allow a
massage therapist to practice in a
cosmetology salon or esthetician
salon.
It is my intention to assist those
in this industry with the ability to
provide more opportunities to
practice their licensed trades.

Marcellus Shale
In the near future, I will be co-prime sponsoring
legislation to create a 4.9% severance tax, or
drilling tax as we prefer to call it, to replace the
existing Act 13 impact fee on unconventional
natural gas extraction. According to Act 13,
the impact fee will expire upon enactment of
a severance tax. Our legislation would also
direct the distribution of the proceeds.
Under the current impact fee, each well
is assessed a fee which declines over
time for the first 15 years of operation. All
unconventional wells drilled each year, no
matter how much natural gas is produced,
pay the same fee. For what is thought to be
a typical unconventional well, the total impact
fees paid over 15 years amount to less than
2% of the value of the natural gas sold from
the well.
My proposal, like that of so many other states,
is to tax the value of the natural gas produced.
The tax would be 4.9% of the value of
natural gas sold from an unconventional well.
Pennsylvania is the only major gas-producing
state that does not impose a drilling tax.
Due to the higher rate and Pennsylvania’s
rapidly increasing natural gas production, a
drilling tax would generate additional funds
above the existing impact fee. As production
grows, this difference grows larger.

Veterans News
Operation Reach Out

I was one of 130 volunteers on Nov. 2 to help box 1,700
care packages for the men and women serving our country
overseas through a local project called ‘Operation Reach
Out’ with GBU. For seven years, the group has been
collecting, buying and shipping personal care items to our
service men and women.
This project has quadrupled in size from its initial shipment
of 425 boxes overseas in 2007.

Carrick High School Veterans Program
A Carrick High School
Veterans Program
was held on Nov. 8.
From left: the Rev. Tom
Burke; Cynthia Falls,
Pittsburgh School Board
member; Jean Fink,
former Pittsburgh School
Board member; Rep.
Readshaw; and Ricky
King, district magistrate.

Wreaths Across America
honors our military

In memory of the soldiers who have died defending American
freedom and in honor of Pennsylvania soldiers who were not
home during the holiday season, I participated in a wreath-laying
ceremony at the Capitol in December as part of a “Wreaths Across
America” event.
“National Wreaths Across America Day” was Dec. 14.
The 130 volunteers took a break from boxing care packages for
our men and women serving overseas to pose for this picture.
Military veterans
with Rep. Harry
Readshaw, and
representatives
from
Congressmen
Tim Murphy and
Gov. Corbett’s
offices at the
2013 Operation
Reach Out
packing event
for our military.

Honoring our service
members’ final wishes

In July, legislation to ensure that Pennsylvania respects the
final wishes of our service members when they make the
ultimate sacrifice was signed into law.
Act 45 recognizes the DD Form 93 as the formal mechanism
for service members to determine who has the right to make
decisions regarding the disposal of their remains.
Previously, state courts had to honor a will, even if it varied
from a DD Form 93 that was executed at a later date. Act
45 makes it legally clear that these decisions should be
determined according to the wishes of the deceased military
person as authorized on their DD Form 93. This will help
in instances where a will has not been updated and family
members, including current and former spouses, are in
conflict over the decision.
Pennsylvania had been one of a few states that did not
recognize the document as an acceptable form for military
personnel.

Our women and men in uniform have our trust and our prayers for
a safe return home once their tours of duty are over. For those who
have paid the ultimate price, laying a wreath is a solemn way to say
we will never forget and will always be grateful.

Stay safe
this winter
Winter weather brings dangers beyond
the cold temperatures.
Walking brings special risks. Good
footwear can help reduce the risk. Shoes
or boots that provide good traction
are essential for walking in slippery
conditions.
Here are some tips to stay safe outdoors
this winter:
Take your time and watch where
you step.
Stay on paths likely to be cleared
and salted.
Warn others about unsafe areas.

HISTORY CORNER
Retiring Gettysburg
superintendent recognized
State Rep. Dan Moul, R-Gettysburg, and I honored James R. “Bob”
Kirby as he neared retirement as the superintendent of Gettysburg
National Military Park.
Superintendent Kirby was responsible for preparing the Gettysburg
Military Park for the celebration of the 150th anniversary of
the battle. He also has worked with me and the Pennsylvania
Gettysburg Monument project in the preservation and restoration of
Pennsylvania’s battlefield monuments.
We presented a citation and a Pennsylvania flag that had flown over
the Capitol to Kirby during the House of Representatives’ session on
Dec. 17.
Rep. Readshaw, right,
Speaker Sam Smith and
Rep. Dan Moul welcome
Superintendent Bob
Kirby and present him
with a citation honoring
Kirby upon his retirement
from Gettysburg National
Military Park. Kirby’s
wife, Beth, holds the
state flag that was flown
over the State Capitol.

Take extra care entering or exiting
buildings.
Keep your own walkways clear
at home.

Join your

The Capitol’s “Wreaths Across America” event was sponsored by
the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association.
More than 3,800 Americans have died in action in Afghanistan, and
more Pennsylvania National Guard soldiers have been killed in
action than National Guard soldiers from any other state since the
“war on terror” started in 2004.
Reps. Readshaw,
third from left, and
Bryan Barbin, left,
are joined by F.
Glenn Fleming,
president of the
Pennsylvania
Funeral Directors
Association,
and Brig. Gen.
Carol Eggert,
assistant adjutant
general of the
Army Joint Forces
Headquarters, Pennsylvania National Guard, during the Wreaths
Across America ceremony at the State Capitol on Dec. 9.

New mobile van provides
veterans services

The Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
recently launched its Veterans Mobile Outreach Van which
travels to fairs, parades and other community events across the
state to assist veterans with paperwork, benefits and jobs, and
answer any questions they may have.
You can watch a video about the new van at http://bit.ly/1dB31LZ.

13th Ride to
Gettysburg held
in September
My 13th Annual Ride to Gettysburg
took place on Sept. 28.

Do not give out
banking information!
The Pennsylvania Department of Banking reports
a number of residents have become scam victims
by having to “reactivate” their debit or credit cards.
Scammers are calling and emailing consumers
posing as their financial institutions, saying their
card has been deactivated and asking for their
card number and pin to reactivate it.
Banks and credit unions will NEVER require
that kind of activity. If in doubt, call your financial
institution directly to confirm. Do not rely on any
numbers which may appear in any emails.
If you believe you may have been a victim of
this type of fraud, contact the Federal Trade
Commission at www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov.

More than 400 participated
in the ride from the fountain
on Commonwealth Avenue in
Harrisburg to Gettysburg.
Thanks to my “Readshaw’s
Raiders,” the riders who participate
in the annual ride, for continuing to
help support the Pennsylvania Civil
War monuments on the battlefields
of Gettysburg.

Former state Rep. Teresa
Forcier, leader of the “Motor
Maids,” joins Rep. Readshaw
before the ride.

Among those who joined the ride this year were my Co-Grand
Marshals, state Sen. John Wozniak and state Supreme Court Justice
Seamus McCaffery, state Rep. Dan Moul, R-Adams/Franklin, and
former state Rep. Teresa Forcier from Crawford County, who was
accompanied by her riding group, the “Motor Maids.”
President Lincoln once spoke these words in Gettysburg, “The world
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” The monuments on the field provide
a permanent tribute to those who fought so bravely here, helping
Lincoln’s words ring true.
Planning for the 14th annual ride is already under way. The
scheduled date is Sept. 27, 2014.

Equal Pay for Equal Work
I am an avid supporter of Equal Pay for
Equal Work for women in the employment
field.
Although equal pay has been federal law
since 1963, women with the same education,
experience and skills are still paid less
than men for similar work. In 2012, women
earned 76.5 cents for every dollar that
men did. Male full-time workers had annual
earnings of $49,398 compared to that of
$37,791 for women, according to the Census
Bureau report late in 2011. Across the
nation, women are losing billions of dollars a

year because of wage discrimination.
This also applies to women who are trying
to establish their own businesses. Once
confined mainly to the home, women now
have a range of opportunities out in society.
Pennsylvania needs to be doing better at
allowing women to secure credit and provide
networking and mentoring opportunities for
these future business owners.
I will continue my efforts, working to secure
that women across Pennsylvania have equal
rights for equal pay.

Legislation working through
the General Assembly
I have introduced a number of
bills this legislative session. Here
is a list of those currently under
consideration:
In May, the House passed H.B.
261, which would provide specific
authority to all 29 licensing boards
and commissions within the
Department of State’s Bureau of
Professional and Occupational
Affairs to suspend or revoke a
license for failure to pay a fine
or cost assessed as a result of a
disciplinary process.
Currently, only nine of the 29
licensing boards and commissions
have specific authority to suspend
or revoke a license for failure to
pay a fine.
The bill is awaiting final vote in the
Senate.
H.B. 262 would allow local
communities to control the
number and type of liquor-license
establishments that are located in
a specific community.
Current law only limits liquor
licenses on a county-wide level.
I believe local communities are
better judges of the needs and
abuses of alcohol on a more

personal level. While I have heard
numerous complaints about bars
in the South Side, this bill would
give all communities an avenue to
say enough is enough.
The bill was reported out of the
Liquor Control committee in
March and is awaiting a full House
review.
H.B. 263 was reported out of the
House Professional Licensure
Committee and sent to the
full House for consideration in
December. The bill would require
licensees of all boards and
commissions within the Bureau
of Professional and Occupational
Affairs to report any misdemeanor,
felony or drug conviction to their
licensing board within 30 days of
the conviction.
In December, the House passed
H.B. 1558, which used language
I authored and would amend
the Cosmetology Law to allow a
massage therapist to practice in a
cosmetology salon or esthetician
salon.
It is my intention to assist those
in this industry with the ability to
provide more opportunities to
practice their licensed trades.

Marcellus Shale
In the near future, I will be co-prime sponsoring
legislation to create a 4.9% severance tax, or
drilling tax as we prefer to call it, to replace the
existing Act 13 impact fee on unconventional
natural gas extraction. According to Act 13,
the impact fee will expire upon enactment of
a severance tax. Our legislation would also
direct the distribution of the proceeds.
Under the current impact fee, each well
is assessed a fee which declines over
time for the first 15 years of operation. All
unconventional wells drilled each year, no
matter how much natural gas is produced,
pay the same fee. For what is thought to be
a typical unconventional well, the total impact
fees paid over 15 years amount to less than
2% of the value of the natural gas sold from
the well.
My proposal, like that of so many other states,
is to tax the value of the natural gas produced.
The tax would be 4.9% of the value of
natural gas sold from an unconventional well.
Pennsylvania is the only major gas-producing
state that does not impose a drilling tax.
Due to the higher rate and Pennsylvania’s
rapidly increasing natural gas production, a
drilling tax would generate additional funds
above the existing impact fee. As production
grows, this difference grows larger.
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Honoring our service
members’ final wishes

In July, legislation to ensure that Pennsylvania respects the
final wishes of our service members when they make the
ultimate sacrifice was signed into law.
Act 45 recognizes the DD Form 93 as the formal mechanism
for service members to determine who has the right to make
decisions regarding the disposal of their remains.
Previously, state courts had to honor a will, even if it varied
from a DD Form 93 that was executed at a later date. Act
45 makes it legally clear that these decisions should be
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conflict over the decision.
Pennsylvania had been one of a few states that did not
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the cold temperatures.
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earnings of $49,398 compared to that of
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This also applies to women who are trying
to establish their own businesses. Once
confined mainly to the home, women now
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Pennsylvania needs to be doing better at
allowing women to secure credit and provide
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these future business owners.
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is a list of those currently under
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261, which would provide specific
authority to all 29 licensing boards
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Department of State’s Bureau of
Professional and Occupational
Affairs to suspend or revoke a
license for failure to pay a fine
or cost assessed as a result of a
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Currently, only nine of the 29
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have specific authority to suspend
or revoke a license for failure to
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better judges of the needs and
abuses of alcohol on a more

personal level. While I have heard
numerous complaints about bars
in the South Side, this bill would
give all communities an avenue to
say enough is enough.
The bill was reported out of the
Liquor Control committee in
March and is awaiting a full House
review.
H.B. 263 was reported out of the
House Professional Licensure
Committee and sent to the
full House for consideration in
December. The bill would require
licensees of all boards and
commissions within the Bureau
of Professional and Occupational
Affairs to report any misdemeanor,
felony or drug conviction to their
licensing board within 30 days of
the conviction.
In December, the House passed
H.B. 1558, which used language
I authored and would amend
the Cosmetology Law to allow a
massage therapist to practice in a
cosmetology salon or esthetician
salon.
It is my intention to assist those
in this industry with the ability to
provide more opportunities to
practice their licensed trades.

Marcellus Shale
In the near future, I will be co-prime sponsoring
legislation to create a 4.9% severance tax, or
drilling tax as we prefer to call it, to replace the
existing Act 13 impact fee on unconventional
natural gas extraction. According to Act 13,
the impact fee will expire upon enactment of
a severance tax. Our legislation would also
direct the distribution of the proceeds.
Under the current impact fee, each well
is assessed a fee which declines over
time for the first 15 years of operation. All
unconventional wells drilled each year, no
matter how much natural gas is produced,
pay the same fee. For what is thought to be
a typical unconventional well, the total impact
fees paid over 15 years amount to less than
2% of the value of the natural gas sold from
the well.
My proposal, like that of so many other states,
is to tax the value of the natural gas produced.
The tax would be 4.9% of the value of
natural gas sold from an unconventional well.
Pennsylvania is the only major gas-producing
state that does not impose a drilling tax.
Due to the higher rate and Pennsylvania’s
rapidly increasing natural gas production, a
drilling tax would generate additional funds
above the existing impact fee. As production
grows, this difference grows larger.

Veterans News
Operation Reach Out

I was one of 130 volunteers on Nov. 2 to help box 1,700
care packages for the men and women serving our country
overseas through a local project called ‘Operation Reach
Out’ with GBU. For seven years, the group has been
collecting, buying and shipping personal care items to our
service men and women.
This project has quadrupled in size from its initial shipment
of 425 boxes overseas in 2007.

Carrick High School Veterans Program
A Carrick High School
Veterans Program
was held on Nov. 8.
From left: the Rev. Tom
Burke; Cynthia Falls,
Pittsburgh School Board
member; Jean Fink,
former Pittsburgh School
Board member; Rep.
Readshaw; and Ricky
King, district magistrate.

Wreaths Across America
honors our military

In memory of the soldiers who have died defending American
freedom and in honor of Pennsylvania soldiers who were not
home during the holiday season, I participated in a wreath-laying
ceremony at the Capitol in December as part of a “Wreaths Across
America” event.
“National Wreaths Across America Day” was Dec. 14.
The 130 volunteers took a break from boxing care packages for
our men and women serving overseas to pose for this picture.
Military veterans
with Rep. Harry
Readshaw, and
representatives
from
Congressmen
Tim Murphy and
Gov. Corbett’s
offices at the
2013 Operation
Reach Out
packing event
for our military.

Honoring our service
members’ final wishes

In July, legislation to ensure that Pennsylvania respects the
final wishes of our service members when they make the
ultimate sacrifice was signed into law.
Act 45 recognizes the DD Form 93 as the formal mechanism
for service members to determine who has the right to make
decisions regarding the disposal of their remains.
Previously, state courts had to honor a will, even if it varied
from a DD Form 93 that was executed at a later date. Act
45 makes it legally clear that these decisions should be
determined according to the wishes of the deceased military
person as authorized on their DD Form 93. This will help
in instances where a will has not been updated and family
members, including current and former spouses, are in
conflict over the decision.
Pennsylvania had been one of a few states that did not
recognize the document as an acceptable form for military
personnel.

Our women and men in uniform have our trust and our prayers for
a safe return home once their tours of duty are over. For those who
have paid the ultimate price, laying a wreath is a solemn way to say
we will never forget and will always be grateful.

Stay safe
this winter
Winter weather brings dangers beyond
the cold temperatures.
Walking brings special risks. Good
footwear can help reduce the risk. Shoes
or boots that provide good traction
are essential for walking in slippery
conditions.
Here are some tips to stay safe outdoors
this winter:
Take your time and watch where
you step.
Stay on paths likely to be cleared
and salted.
Warn others about unsafe areas.

HISTORY CORNER
Retiring Gettysburg
superintendent recognized
State Rep. Dan Moul, R-Gettysburg, and I honored James R. “Bob”
Kirby as he neared retirement as the superintendent of Gettysburg
National Military Park.
Superintendent Kirby was responsible for preparing the Gettysburg
Military Park for the celebration of the 150th anniversary of
the battle. He also has worked with me and the Pennsylvania
Gettysburg Monument project in the preservation and restoration of
Pennsylvania’s battlefield monuments.
We presented a citation and a Pennsylvania flag that had flown over
the Capitol to Kirby during the House of Representatives’ session on
Dec. 17.
Rep. Readshaw, right,
Speaker Sam Smith and
Rep. Dan Moul welcome
Superintendent Bob
Kirby and present him
with a citation honoring
Kirby upon his retirement
from Gettysburg National
Military Park. Kirby’s
wife, Beth, holds the
state flag that was flown
over the State Capitol.

Take extra care entering or exiting
buildings.
Keep your own walkways clear
at home.

Join your

The Capitol’s “Wreaths Across America” event was sponsored by
the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association.
More than 3,800 Americans have died in action in Afghanistan, and
more Pennsylvania National Guard soldiers have been killed in
action than National Guard soldiers from any other state since the
“war on terror” started in 2004.
Reps. Readshaw,
third from left, and
Bryan Barbin, left,
are joined by F.
Glenn Fleming,
president of the
Pennsylvania
Funeral Directors
Association,
and Brig. Gen.
Carol Eggert,
assistant adjutant
general of the
Army Joint Forces
Headquarters, Pennsylvania National Guard, during the Wreaths
Across America ceremony at the State Capitol on Dec. 9.

New mobile van provides
veterans services

The Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
recently launched its Veterans Mobile Outreach Van which
travels to fairs, parades and other community events across the
state to assist veterans with paperwork, benefits and jobs, and
answer any questions they may have.
You can watch a video about the new van at http://bit.ly/1dB31LZ.

13th Ride to
Gettysburg held
in September
My 13th Annual Ride to Gettysburg
took place on Sept. 28.

Do not give out
banking information!
The Pennsylvania Department of Banking reports
a number of residents have become scam victims
by having to “reactivate” their debit or credit cards.
Scammers are calling and emailing consumers
posing as their financial institutions, saying their
card has been deactivated and asking for their
card number and pin to reactivate it.
Banks and credit unions will NEVER require
that kind of activity. If in doubt, call your financial
institution directly to confirm. Do not rely on any
numbers which may appear in any emails.
If you believe you may have been a victim of
this type of fraud, contact the Federal Trade
Commission at www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov.

More than 400 participated
in the ride from the fountain
on Commonwealth Avenue in
Harrisburg to Gettysburg.
Thanks to my “Readshaw’s
Raiders,” the riders who participate
in the annual ride, for continuing to
help support the Pennsylvania Civil
War monuments on the battlefields
of Gettysburg.

Former state Rep. Teresa
Forcier, leader of the “Motor
Maids,” joins Rep. Readshaw
before the ride.

Among those who joined the ride this year were my Co-Grand
Marshals, state Sen. John Wozniak and state Supreme Court Justice
Seamus McCaffery, state Rep. Dan Moul, R-Adams/Franklin, and
former state Rep. Teresa Forcier from Crawford County, who was
accompanied by her riding group, the “Motor Maids.”
President Lincoln once spoke these words in Gettysburg, “The world
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” The monuments on the field provide
a permanent tribute to those who fought so bravely here, helping
Lincoln’s words ring true.
Planning for the 14th annual ride is already under way. The
scheduled date is Sept. 27, 2014.

State Representative

Harry A. Readshaw

Why I voted against
the transportation
tax bill
In November, I dismissed the new transportation
plan as a $2.3 billion tax hike on working
Pennsylvanians who simply cannot afford another
tax hike. It seems that Gov. Corbett can cut taxes
for large corporations, but has no problem placing
a burden on the average Pennsylvania family to the
tune of $2.34 billion. The increase in the gasoline
and diesel fuel taxes will hit local businesses in
a negative way and result in rising delivery and
transportation costs which will be passed on to the
consumer. When implemented, the state gasoline
tax will be the highest in the United States. This
position is not a place of honor! Taxpayers get
dumped on once again.
I recognize that Pennsylvania’s transportation
system is facing major issues. Everyone is for, and
supports, properly maintained and safe bridges,
properly maintained and safe roads and good mass
transit service. While bridges, roads and transit
must be subsidized properly and safely maintained,
we must not place the entire burden on taxpayers.
Initiatives and alternatives should have been
considered instead of beating taxpayers to death,
including increasing the severance (drilling) tax
on Marcellus Shale operations from 3% to 5%, as
our neighboring states have done, and closing the
Delaware Loophole.
There were other ways to resolve the problem
and they were given no consideration. We must
be smarter as we attempt to solve problems in the
commonwealth. When Pennsylvanians find out what
this is really going to cost them every year, they
will be furious. THEIR POCKETS WERE PICKED!
That’s why I did not support the legislation and
voted ‘NO’ on behalf of my constituents.
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Rep. Bill Kortz joins Rep. Readshaw during the presentation of a
Citation to retiring Baldwin Mayor Sandy Bennett for his years of
service. His wife, Betty, joins in the celebration.

Honoring Pittsburgh first responders
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West Homestead Light Up Night

up going out in the best tradition of the
Steelers … fighting back and keeping
things exciting.
Let’s look ahead to next fall and the road
for a Steeler victory in Super Bowl XLIX!
In the meantime, I’ve got another number
on my mind – LXXXII – that’s House Bill
82 in the Legislature, now Act No. L … I
mean Act No. 50 of 2013.

West Homestead Mayor John Dindak and Rep. Readshaw
join two of Santa’s elves during the annual Light Up Night
celebration on Dec. 7.

Brentwood EMS Banquet

I’m almost recovered from the Steelers’
season, though my muzzle has turned
two shades greyer.
It started out like it was going to be the
most miserable in more dog years than
I can count, then ended up depending
on a field goal missed by another team
that Suisham could have made on one
leg with a pack of dachshunds snapping
at his heel. Then, to find out that the
refs missed a penalty that should have
allowed a re-kick … I nearly threw up on
my throwback bumble bee jersey!
When the last-minute two-point
conversion failed against the Ravens, I
hid under the bed for two hours.

Judge Jack Bova receives a citation upon his
retirement recognizing his many years of service.

State Representative Harry A.

P.O. Box 202036
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2036

EMS members were recognized at the Brentwood EMS banquet in
November. From left: Rep. Readshaw; Helen Owens, a 15-year and life
member; John Pozza, 10-year member; Jeff Reagalski, 10-year member;
Dennis Datt, 14-year member; and Brentwood Mayor Ken Lockhart.

It was too much when the zebra guys
ruled that Antonio Brown stepped out-ofbounds during the wild run for a winning
touchdown against Miami. I made sure
nobody is ever going to find the pink
flamingo Harry had in the back yard.
But, you know what? Even after the
miserable start and the 55 points the
Patriots scored against them, they ended

Harry was an enthusiastic co-sponsor
of the Costs of Care of Seized Animals
Act. The new law requires that the owner
of an animal seized through cruelty to
animal charges assume responsibility for
the cost of caring for the animal.

be responsible for their care until the
situation is resolved.
Speaking of care, it’s time to fold up my
Terrible Towel and #43 jersey until next
fall when I will again proudly bark, “HERE
WE GO STEELERS, HERE WE GO!”
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The shelter housing the animal can
petition the courts to impose a $15 per
day fee for the cost of the care. This
would offset the cost of housing, food,
examinations, medical treatment for
the animal or (gulp) euthanasia if a
veterinarian determines it is the only way
to relieve the animal’s suffering.

In December, the House
unanimously adopted my three
resolutions honoring emergency
responders in Pittsburgh.
Pittsburgh’s first responders are
always willing to put their lives
on the line at a moment’s notice.
They also show a dedication to
interdepartmental cooperation,
which is so important in many
emergencies.
House Resolution 562 honors
the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire,
which was formed as a volunteer
group in 1793. The bureau
became a fully paid, professional
firefighting service in 1870 and
is renowned for creating the first
firefighter union in 1903. Today,
the Bureau of Fire employs over
600 professional firefighters in
29 stations throughout the city.
House Resolution 563
recognizes the Pittsburgh
Police Department, which was
formed in 1836. Currently, there
are approximately 900 law
enforcement officers in the city

protecting the 345,000 residents
and many businesses within the
city limits.
House Resolution 564 honors
the Pittsburgh Bureau of
Emergency Medical Services,
which was created in 1975. The
EMS crews consist of more than
160 paramedics serving on 13
ambulance crews, two rescue
trucks, its river rescue and other
specialty services. The Bureau
of EMS annually responds to
more than 56,000 calls.
The three bureaus frequently
work together, providing
security, safety and emergency
needs for major city events,
such as the G-20 Summit, the
Pittsburgh Marathon, and many
professional and collegiate
athletic events.
I appreciate the dedication of all
of the first responders in risking
their lives for the protection of
their community and anyone
passing through it.

The fee would apply only to seized
animals, not those lost and taken to a
shelter or those voluntarily turned over by
their owner.
Payments would continue until the
charge is settled in court or the
defendant relinquishes ownership of the
animal.
Shelters have financial obligations.
Housing, staff, heat, food, kitty litter
and bedding aren’t free, you know.
Harry believes it is reasonable for
someone who allegedly denied basic
care or abused their animal should

“No, cousin Starrie, I’m not going help
you. You have to sit on Harry’s lap
while he pretends to be Santa … like
everyone else. Just tell him you want the
big rawhide chew and the grumpy cat
calendar and get down.”

From left: Jim Walsh, Pennsylvania Fraternal Order of Police,
Legislative Committee; Joe Regan, Pittsburgh Police Department;
Rep. Harry Readshaw; Darren Kelly, Pittsburgh Fire Bureau; and
John Gardell, Pittsburgh Fire Bureau.

Readshaw receives the Four
Chaplains Legion of Honor award
Rep. Readshaw
receives the Four
Chaplains Legion of
Honor award in the
Capitol Rotunda.
Tom Tigue, a former
state representative
and retired
Marine colonel,
and Christine
Beady, executive
director of the Four
Chaplains Memorial
Foundation,
presented the
award.

The Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation recently awarded
me with a Four Chaplains Legion of Honor award.
The Legion of Honor award publicly recognizes and honors
outstanding members of society whose lives model the
giving spirit and unconditional service to community, nation,
and humanity without regard to race or religious faith,
exemplified so dramatically by four chaplains in World
War II. It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, when an Army
transport ship, filled to capacity with 902 servicemen,
merchant seamen and civilian workers, was sunk by a
German submarine. The four chaplains – Lt. George L. Fox,
a Methodist minister; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, a Jewish
rabbi; Lt. John P. Washington, a Roman Catholic priest; and
Lt. Clark V. Poling, a Dutch Reformed minister – calmed the
men with prayers and encouragement and then gave up
their life vests to save others.
According to the foundation, I was selected based on my
work to protect military bases and their communities in the
commonwealth as a member of the Pennsylvania Military
Community Protection Commission, as well as for the
Gettysburg Monuments Project, which I created to raise
funds to maintain the monuments to Pennsylvanians who
died at Gettysburg in the Civil War. I also served in the
U.S. Marine Corps and am active with numerous veterans’
organizations in my community.
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Why I voted against
the transportation
tax bill
In November, I dismissed the new transportation
plan as a $2.3 billion tax hike on working
Pennsylvanians who simply cannot afford another
tax hike. It seems that Gov. Corbett can cut taxes
for large corporations, but has no problem placing
a burden on the average Pennsylvania family to the
tune of $2.34 billion. The increase in the gasoline
and diesel fuel taxes will hit local businesses in
a negative way and result in rising delivery and
transportation costs which will be passed on to the
consumer. When implemented, the state gasoline
tax will be the highest in the United States. This
position is not a place of honor! Taxpayers get
dumped on once again.
I recognize that Pennsylvania’s transportation
system is facing major issues. Everyone is for, and
supports, properly maintained and safe bridges,
properly maintained and safe roads and good mass
transit service. While bridges, roads and transit
must be subsidized properly and safely maintained,
we must not place the entire burden on taxpayers.
Initiatives and alternatives should have been
considered instead of beating taxpayers to death,
including increasing the severance (drilling) tax
on Marcellus Shale operations from 3% to 5%, as
our neighboring states have done, and closing the
Delaware Loophole.
There were other ways to resolve the problem
and they were given no consideration. We must
be smarter as we attempt to solve problems in the
commonwealth. When Pennsylvanians find out what
this is really going to cost them every year, they
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up going out in the best tradition of the
Steelers … fighting back and keeping
things exciting.
Let’s look ahead to next fall and the road
for a Steeler victory in Super Bowl XLIX!
In the meantime, I’ve got another number
on my mind – LXXXII – that’s House Bill
82 in the Legislature, now Act No. L … I
mean Act No. 50 of 2013.
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I’m almost recovered from the Steelers’
season, though my muzzle has turned
two shades greyer.
It started out like it was going to be the
most miserable in more dog years than
I can count, then ended up depending
on a field goal missed by another team
that Suisham could have made on one
leg with a pack of dachshunds snapping
at his heel. Then, to find out that the
refs missed a penalty that should have
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It was too much when the zebra guys
ruled that Antonio Brown stepped out-ofbounds during the wild run for a winning
touchdown against Miami. I made sure
nobody is ever going to find the pink
flamingo Harry had in the back yard.
But, you know what? Even after the
miserable start and the 55 points the
Patriots scored against them, they ended

Harry was an enthusiastic co-sponsor
of the Costs of Care of Seized Animals
Act. The new law requires that the owner
of an animal seized through cruelty to
animal charges assume responsibility for
the cost of caring for the animal.

be responsible for their care until the
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Speaking of care, it’s time to fold up my
Terrible Towel and #43 jersey until next
fall when I will again proudly bark, “HERE
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The shelter housing the animal can
petition the courts to impose a $15 per
day fee for the cost of the care. This
would offset the cost of housing, food,
examinations, medical treatment for
the animal or (gulp) euthanasia if a
veterinarian determines it is the only way
to relieve the animal’s suffering.

In December, the House
unanimously adopted my three
resolutions honoring emergency
responders in Pittsburgh.
Pittsburgh’s first responders are
always willing to put their lives
on the line at a moment’s notice.
They also show a dedication to
interdepartmental cooperation,
which is so important in many
emergencies.
House Resolution 562 honors
the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire,
which was formed as a volunteer
group in 1793. The bureau
became a fully paid, professional
firefighting service in 1870 and
is renowned for creating the first
firefighter union in 1903. Today,
the Bureau of Fire employs over
600 professional firefighters in
29 stations throughout the city.
House Resolution 563
recognizes the Pittsburgh
Police Department, which was
formed in 1836. Currently, there
are approximately 900 law
enforcement officers in the city

protecting the 345,000 residents
and many businesses within the
city limits.
House Resolution 564 honors
the Pittsburgh Bureau of
Emergency Medical Services,
which was created in 1975. The
EMS crews consist of more than
160 paramedics serving on 13
ambulance crews, two rescue
trucks, its river rescue and other
specialty services. The Bureau
of EMS annually responds to
more than 56,000 calls.
The three bureaus frequently
work together, providing
security, safety and emergency
needs for major city events,
such as the G-20 Summit, the
Pittsburgh Marathon, and many
professional and collegiate
athletic events.
I appreciate the dedication of all
of the first responders in risking
their lives for the protection of
their community and anyone
passing through it.

The fee would apply only to seized
animals, not those lost and taken to a
shelter or those voluntarily turned over by
their owner.
Payments would continue until the
charge is settled in court or the
defendant relinquishes ownership of the
animal.
Shelters have financial obligations.
Housing, staff, heat, food, kitty litter
and bedding aren’t free, you know.
Harry believes it is reasonable for
someone who allegedly denied basic
care or abused their animal should

“No, cousin Starrie, I’m not going help
you. You have to sit on Harry’s lap
while he pretends to be Santa … like
everyone else. Just tell him you want the
big rawhide chew and the grumpy cat
calendar and get down.”

From left: Jim Walsh, Pennsylvania Fraternal Order of Police,
Legislative Committee; Joe Regan, Pittsburgh Police Department;
Rep. Harry Readshaw; Darren Kelly, Pittsburgh Fire Bureau; and
John Gardell, Pittsburgh Fire Bureau.
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Capitol Rotunda.
Tom Tigue, a former
state representative
and retired
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and Christine
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director of the Four
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Foundation,
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The Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation recently awarded
me with a Four Chaplains Legion of Honor award.
The Legion of Honor award publicly recognizes and honors
outstanding members of society whose lives model the
giving spirit and unconditional service to community, nation,
and humanity without regard to race or religious faith,
exemplified so dramatically by four chaplains in World
War II. It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, when an Army
transport ship, filled to capacity with 902 servicemen,
merchant seamen and civilian workers, was sunk by a
German submarine. The four chaplains – Lt. George L. Fox,
a Methodist minister; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, a Jewish
rabbi; Lt. John P. Washington, a Roman Catholic priest; and
Lt. Clark V. Poling, a Dutch Reformed minister – calmed the
men with prayers and encouragement and then gave up
their life vests to save others.
According to the foundation, I was selected based on my
work to protect military bases and their communities in the
commonwealth as a member of the Pennsylvania Military
Community Protection Commission, as well as for the
Gettysburg Monuments Project, which I created to raise
funds to maintain the monuments to Pennsylvanians who
died at Gettysburg in the Civil War. I also served in the
U.S. Marine Corps and am active with numerous veterans’
organizations in my community.

