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Make sure you are
registered and please
vote.
Dear Friend,

The Pennsylvania Constitution
requires that state legislative districts
be redrawn every 10 years, to reflect
population shifts and to ensure accurate
distribution of state and federal funds.
Last December, Pennsylvania’s 203
state House districts were redrawn in
a process known as reapportionment.
These new legislative districts will take
effect in December 2014.
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State Representative

Harry A. Readshaw
Capitol Office:
221 Irvis Office Building
P.O. Box 202036
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2036
(717) 783-0411
Fax: (717) 705-2007

Your home will be in the 36th Legislative
District, which I currently represent.
A native of Allegheny County, I was first
elected to the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives in 1994.
During my tenure in the General
Assembly, my primary focus has been
looking out for the best interests of my
constituents in the 36th Legislative
District. My pledge has been to represent
constituents to the best of my ability in
Harrisburg and respond to their needs.

District Office:
1917 Brownsville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15210
(412) 881-4208
Fax: (412) 886-2077

Website: www.pahouse.com/Readshaw

MY OFFICE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
n Free notary service
n Car registrations, special tags, disability placards, titles and
driver’s license applications
n Information on financial assistance for higher education
n Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of all kinds
n Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
n Unemployment compensation
n Complaints or questions about utilities, energy assistance and
the Public Utility Commission
n Birth and death certificates
n Pennsylvania taxation questions or problems
n Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
n Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions
n Pennsylvania prescription assistance programs for senior
citizens (PACE, PACENET & PACE Plus Medicare)
n Consumer complaints
n Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups

Committee
Professional Licensure, Democratic Chairman

Legislative Appointment
Pennsylvania Military Community
Protection Commission

(Commission was established to examine PA military
bases and the role they play in the local economy.)

Member of Special Caucuses
2nd Amendment • Alzheimer’s
American-Italian • Arts & Culture
At-Risk Children & Family
Autism • Cancer • Coal
Community College
Early Childhood Education Caucus
Firefighter & Emergency Services
Irish • Lupus Co-chair • Manufacturing Caucus
Military Installations & Base
Development Co-chair
Multiple Sclerosis • Oil & Gas • Prayer
Prolife • Sportsmen’s
Veterans • Vo-Tech

Please contact me if I may be of
assistance concerning any state-related
problem or question.
District Office:
1917 Brownsville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15210
412-881-4208
My office has a number of publications
available that contain general information
on veterans’ services, senior services,
energy assistance, health concerns,
legal issues, telephone hotlines, hunting
and fishing, recreational programs and
many other state programs and services.
I would like to extend a warm welcome to
everyone in the new 36th District.
Sincerely,

Are you registered to vote?
Voting is not only a right – it is essential for a strong democracy.
The May primary this year is Tuesday, May 20.
Please vote.
If you are at least 18 and not yet registered, the deadline to register to vote in
the primary is April 21.
If you are registered and will otherwise be unable to vote, you can request
an absentee ballot. Your ballot request must be received at the county
election bureau by May 13, and your absentee ballot must be returned to the
Allegheny County Elections Division office at the address below by May 16 or
it will not be counted.
Allegheny County Elections Division
542 Forbes Ave.
Suite 604
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2953
(412) 350-4500

Judge strikes down photo
voter ID law

In January, a Commonwealth Court judge struck down the state’s voter
ID law, which was enacted two years ago without my support.
Harry A. Readshaw
State Representative
36th Legislative District

The judge rightly determined that the law would deny thousands of
legal voters their constitutional right to vote.
You will not need a photo ID to vote in the upcoming primary, or any
future election, unless it is your first time voting at a specific polling
place. Even then, your ID does not have to include a photo.

Sportsmen’s update
Bills and laws will affect outdoorsmen

A number of bills have recently been approved by the House Game and Fisheries Committee. Other bills,
which could affect sportsmen in a number of ways, have been signed in to law. Here is a brief rundown:
Senate Bill 648: Signed into law on Nov. 1, Act 83 of 2013 protects landowners from criminal liability
due to the unlawful actions of a hunter who was granted permission to hunt on the landowner’s property.
Senate Bill 763: Signed into law on Nov. 27, Act 103 of 2013 eliminates the requirement for the
keeping and inspection of camp rosters for hunting parties.
House Bill 1144: Would amend the definition of “bow” in Title 34 (Game) to include crossbows and
other devices secured by a brace around the body. It passed the House in December and is under review
by the Senate Game and Fisheries Committee.
House Bill 1534: Would authorize the Game Commission to create a Coyote Control Incentive
Program. It passed the House in December and is under review by the Senate Game and Fisheries
Committee.
House Bill 1576: Would establish the Endangered Species Coordination Act to standardize the process
for the designation of endangered and threatened species and the designations of wild trout streams by
requiring such regulatory actions by all state agencies to be reviewed by the Independent Regulatory
Review Commission.
Senate Bill 895: Would reduce the terms of service for members of the Game Commission Board of
Commissioners from eight years to four years, with a limit of no more than three consecutive terms.
House Bill 1897: Would reauthorize the Special Elk Conservation License and auction, authorizing a
second special license to be awarded via fundraiser, and requiring that the annual random drawing for elk
tags be held at the Elk Country Visitors Center in Elk County.
Up-to-date information on the progress of these bills can be found at www.legis.state.pa.us.

Mentored Youth Fishing Program continues after
successful inaugural season

Mentored Youth Trout Day for western and northern Pennsylvania will be April 5, beginning at 8 a.m. and
ending at 7:30 p.m. Mentored Youth Fishing Days provide an opportunity for young anglers and their adult
mentors to fish for trout prior to the opening day of trout season. The statewide opening of trout season is
April 12.
The Mentored Youth Fishing Day pilot was launched in 2013 on the Saturday before the regional opening
day of trout season and was an overwhelming success. More than 3,700 adult anglers registered 5,110
children for the fishing opportunity.
To participate in the program, youth anglers (younger than 16 years old) must obtain a Mentored Youth
Fishing permit from the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and be accompanied by a properly
licensed adult angler (16 or older). Permits can be obtained at any of the fishing license-issuing agents in
Pennsylvania. To obtain this free permit, the youth’s address, Social Security number, date of birth, height
and eye color must be provided at the time of the transaction.
For more information and a list of participating fishing waters, please visit http://fishandboat.com/
MentoredYouth.htm.

Local first responders receive
state grants

The state’s Fire Company Volunteer Ambulance Service Grant Program
provides support to many first responder groups around the state. Last year,
I supported the legislature’s vote to raise the annual distribution from $25
million to $30 million.
Money for the grants comes from state gaming revenue. Allegheny County
receives grants for many of our fire and ambulance agencies.

Local first responders received these grants
to aid them as they protect us:
Baldwin Emergency Medical (Fire)............................................ $13,619
Baldwin Emergency Medical (EMS).......................................... $14,182
Baldwin Independent Fire Co. #1.............................................. $13,295
Brentwood EMS.......................................................................... $7,091
Brentwood Volunteer Fire Co.................................................... $12,809
Mt. Oliver Hook and Ladder...................................................... $13,619
West Homestead Volunteer Fire Dept....................................... $12,161
Whitehall Fire Co....................................................................... $13,619

Community Paper
Shredding Day
Saturday, April 26
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Brentwood High School front
parking lot
Dispose of your
personal documents
the right way and
help reduce the risk
of identity theft.

Pennsylvania Lottery privatization
plan FINALLY off the table

How the Lottery
helped Allegheny
County seniors in the
2012-13 fiscal year

Gov. Tom Corbett has finally abandoned his plan to sell the
Pennsylvania Lottery’s management to a British firm.
It’s upsetting that the governor wasted millions of dollars
to pursue this bad idea, which the state Attorney General’s Office found
unconstitutional a year ago.

Area Agency on Aging and senior
centers.........................$28.89 million

Pennsylvania wasted about $3.5 million in consultant fees on Corbett’s
quest to give control of the lottery to Camelot Global Services. That money
would have been better spent providing property tax/rent rebates or more
assistance to help seniors get to the doctor or purchase their prescription
drugs.

PACE/PACENET prescription-drug
assistance...................$19.93 million

The push to privatize our lottery was unnecessary because it is well run.
The lottery had another record-breaking year, finishing the 2012-13 fiscal
year with nearly $3.7 billion in sales. It had more than $1 billion in net profits
that were used to fund programs for Pennsylvania’s senior citizens.
The Pennsylvania Lottery’s costs are 2.1 percent of total sales. The
governor’s privatization plan would have given Camelot Global Services
Inc. up to 5 percent in lottery sales as profits and operating costs. Over the
life of the contract, $1.6 billion would have been given to a foreign company
instead of remaining in the commonwealth to benefit our seniors.

Shared and free ride program
.....................................$25.67 million
Property tax/rent rebates
.....................................$29.07 million
Long-term living assistance
.....................................$24.32 million
Figures provided by the state
Department of Revenue.

Experiencing electric rate shock? What to do if you feel
your supplier is treating you unfairly:
As you may know, this past winter season has been
particularly harsh, and during several periods the electric
grid has been stressed to meet the demand for electricity.
Subsequently, many people across the commonwealth
have recently received electric utility bills which have been
significantly higher than average.
Pennsylvania is an electricity-deregulated state, which means
that customers have the ability to choose from a variety of
electricity suppliers, many of whom offer different rates, plans
and incentives. These companies are under the authority
of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC). Most
companies offer consumers a variable rate plan, which can
change depending on the current electricity market.
Due to the unusually high demand for electricity during the
extended cold snaps, many variable rates skyrocketed and
people across the commonwealth have recently received
electric utility bills which have been significantly higher than
average.
In some cases, my office has received word of variable rates
increasing from 100 to 300 percent over the average rates
during the month of January 2014.
This winter exposed a flaw in the deregulation rules that
lawmakers and regulators could not anticipate. Consumers
have little protection or notice of drastic increases from
generation suppliers. It is also apparent that many consumers
were not aware that their contracts had no upward limits on
prices and also that when their fixed-rate contracts expired,
they were automatically enrolled in new plans, often variablerate programs.
In response to this problem, the PUC has announced an
investigation to examine the rules and regulations regarding
variable rate offers to consumers, and has continued to
encourage any consumer that has had issues to contact them
and to contact their electricity supplier. The Pennsylvania
Office of Consumer Advocate and Pennsylvania Attorney
General’s Office are both monitoring the recent and current
activities of electric generation suppliers, and Attorney
General Kane is asking customers to submit complaints of
abnormal and extreme increases in electricity rates to her
office. I also recommend that you file a complaint with the
PUC and the Consumer Advocate’s Office if you feel that
you have been a victim of these rate increases. Contact

information for these offices can be found below.
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Consumer Services Bureau
1-800-692-7380
Pennsylvania Attorney General
Consumer Protection Hotline
1-800-441-2555
Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate
1-800-684-6560
My colleagues in the House have also planned for a public
hearing in Harrisburg on this issue before the Consumer
Affairs Committee on March 20. I will be reviewing any
potential legislative actions that may be taken to prevent this
from happening to Pennsylvanians in the future.
Please let me know if the rate spikes affected you as well.

New license plate available
Pennsylvania vehicle owners can show their support of
veterans with the new “Honoring Our Veterans” license
plate available through PennDOT.
The plate features images of the
American flag and a bald eagle with
the words “Honoring Our Veterans.”
The plate is available for cars and light trucks. It costs
$35, and $15 from each sale goes to the Veterans
Trust Fund, which provides grants to veterans’ service
organizations and other organizations assisting
Pennsylvania veterans.
That same law also creates a voluntary $3 check-off
on driver’s license and vehicle registration forms where
people can donate to the veterans’ service organizations
that help our veterans.
Please call or stop by the office for a form to obtain the
new plate or for help with any other PennDOT driver or
vehicle service.
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