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Dear Friend,

lpo.kaf.0214

Capitol Office:
123 East Wing
P.O. Box 202038
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2038
(717) 787-8175
Fax: (717) 780-4783

Dravosburg Office:
751 Pittsburgh-McKeesport Blvd.
Dravosburg, PA 15034
(412) 466-1940
Fax: (412) 460-3023

Baldwin Office:
5101 Old Clairton Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15236
(412) 886-2870
Fax: (412) 886-2871

MY OFFICE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Car registrations, special tags, disability placards, titles and driver’s license
applications
Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
Unemployment compensation
Complaints or questions about utilities, energy assistance and the Public Utility
Commission
Birth and death certificates
Pennsylvania taxation questions or problems
Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions
Pennsylvania prescription assistance programs for senior citizens (PACE,
PACENET & PACE Plus Medicare)

The Robotics Team and Gifted
Students have designed a robot to be
used in the Battle Bots competition
at California University in
April. Students are currently working
with Atomatics Manufacturing
to design and manufacture the
robot. Students pictured are Steve
Evanovich, Brandon Blackburn, Dom
Murajda and Mark Kelley.

meet my staff

Jennifer Halaszynski
Chief of Staff

I began my career with the
Democratic Caucus in 2005 and
have worked for Rep. Kortz since
he was first elected in 2006. Upon
earning my master’s degree in
public administration, urban &
regional affairs from the University
of Pittsburgh, I was promoted to
chief of staff in 2012. Working
alongside Rep. Kortz in the 38th
District has enabled me to ensure
the communities he serves are well
represented in Harrisburg. I am
passionate about serving Mon Valley
and South Hills residents and look
forward to assisting you!

Sherry Butler
Office Manager

I have worked for the House
Democratic Caucus for 24 years
and have been with Rep. Kortz
for seven years. In my position
as office manager, I oversee the
operations of our district offices
and supervise interns, in addition
to helping constituents solve a
variety of problems, and helping
people with the Property Tax/Rent
Rebate Program, PACE/PACENET
and more. I am looking forward to
meeting you and assisting with any
issues you may have.

DJ Ryan
Legislative Assistant

As a lifelong West Mifflin resident,
I’m honored to help Rep. Kortz
improve life in the Mon Valley and
South Hills. Before starting work
here, I got my bachelor’s degree
from Penn State in 2012. When not
at work, I volunteer with various
political and service groups, such
as the West Mifflin Lions and the
Penn State Greater Allegheny
Alumni Society, of which I’m a board
member. I look forward to the chance
to make government more efficient
for each resident of the 38th District.

Stephanie Jackson
Harrisburg Legislative
Assistant

I am located in the Harrisburg
office and have worked for the
Democratic Caucus for 12 years
and with Rep. Kortz for five. My
duties focus more on legislation, but
I am always available to help with
any constituent matters that may
arise. My legislative interests are
early childhood education, senior
support and the environment. I
enjoy working for the public and the
constituents of the 38th District.

It is my pleasure to send you this
update on what my colleagues
in Harrisburg and I are doing to
serve you in the State Legislature.
It is important to me that you are
periodically updated on what my
office is working on. The 38th
Legislative District currently includes
Baldwin. As of December 1, 2014
Whitehall Borough in its entirety
will become part of the 38th District
per the reapportionment process in
which legislative districts are redrawn
every 10 years to reflect population
shifts. If you’d like more frequent
updates, you may sign up for my
email list at www.pahouse.com/Kortz
and click “E-mail Alerts” or contact
my offices.

New Whitehall police
vehicles rated ‘Best SUV’
Congratulations to Whitehall Borough for the recognition their new police
vehicles have received.
The borough took ownership of two Ford Interceptor SUVs and entered the
design in the 2013 police vehicle design competition by Law and Order, a
police management trade magazine.
Whitehall’s new SUVs are a change from the traditional Ford Crown Victoria,
which was the standard for many police departments for years. Ford
discontinued the line several years ago, forcing police departments to consider
other vehicles.
The new vehicles feature
an updated design, which
look modern and include
reflective safety paint to
ensure nighttime visibility.
Whitehall Borough’s
award-winning SUV
design.

Police-protecting
resolution adopted
In April 2013, the House unanimously
adopted my resolution, H.R. 150, which
encouraged the state Supreme Court to
revise the rules regarding the immediate
public disclosure of arrest warrant
information to protect police. It had been
too easy for criminals to be tipped off about
pending arrest raids because of warrant
information becoming immediate public
knowledge. Police and public safety are of
paramount importance. This concept led to
the resolution requesting such a change.
This resolution encouraged the Supreme
Court to delay the public release of the
information until after the arrests have been
made.
While the public has the right to know the
information, law enforcement officials also
have the right to do their job as safely as
possible and my resolution helped bridge
the gap between the two competing needs.
I am happy to report that the Supreme
Court agreed to our request and adopted
the rule change in December 2013.

Remembering Rocco
Rocco, the hero police K-9, who was killed in the line of duty, is leaving a
proud legacy behind.
The brutal attack on Rocco
led to the introduction of
H.B. 2024, which was recently
introduced by Rep. Dom Costa.
The bill, which I am honored
to co-sponsor, would make
the crime of cruelty to police
animals an aggravated offense
when a person willfully injures,
poisons or kills a police dog in
the performance of their duty.
The attack would be classified
as a first-degree felony.
These fearless animals put
their lives at risk just like
humans, and the law must be
updated to show the value of
their lives as law enforcement
officers.
Police dog Rocco, who
died in the line of duty
in January.

Whitehall Re-apportionment Update

Recognizing
area
veterans

Dear Friends,
I have been honored to be the State Representative for 20 years for districts 5,
6, 9 and 12 of Whitehall Borough. I thank you all for your support and kindness during
those years. I am communicating with all the residents of Whitehall Borough to inform
you that as of December 1, 2014. I will no longer be the State Representative for
Whitehall.
Due to the reapportionment process the district boundaries have been
changed and the entire municipality of Whitehall will be in the 38th Legislative
District effective December 1, 2014.
My friend and colleague, Rep. Bi11 Kortz currently represents the 38th
Legislative District. Representative Kortz currently has an office on Streets Run Road;
5101 Old Clairton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236 (near the Eat-n-Park on Rt. 51).
As minority Chairman of the Professional Licensure Committee, I have
mentored Rep. Kortz since his initial election in 2007 and this session appointed
him as the minority Vice Chairman of my Committee. I find Rep. Kortz to be a
good listener and a hard worker. He has been a vocal advocate for his district since
coming to office.
If you have any state issues you need to address, please feel free to contact
either Rep. Kortz or myself. I wish you all the best going forward and again thank
you for a great 20 years.

On Nov. 7th, I hosted and
honored more than 200 local
veterans at my first veterans
appreciation event, which was
held in Wunderley Gymnasium on
the Penn State Greater Allegheny
campus.

Your Friend always,

Harry Readshaw,
Member, 36th Legislative District
Chair (D), Professional Licensure
Committee

State Rep. Marc Gergely and state
Sen. James Brewster joined me
to present medals and citations to
the veterans.
Rep. Harry Readshaw reviews the
changing districts with Rep. Kortz.

On Veterans Day,
I presented House
citations and medals to
a father-daughter team
of veterans, former
State Rep. Raymond
Book, who served the
41st District from 19831988, and his daughter,
Whitehall Councilwoman
Linda Book. The medals
and citations recognized
both for their service to
our country.

New license plate available

The plate is available for cars and light trucks. It costs $35,
and $15 from each sale goes to the Veterans Trust Fund,
which provides grants to veterans’ service organizations
and other organizations assisting Pennsylvania veterans.

Rep. Harry Readshaw joins Rep.
Kortz during the presentation of
a retirement citation to Mayor
‘Sandy’ Bennett for his years of
service, most recently serving
as mayor of Baldwin. His wife
Betty joins in the celebration.

Whitehall Events & News
Saturday, March 1

7th Annual Winter Blues Comedy Cure

Salvatore’s Banquet Hall • 6 p.m - 11 p.m.
Admission includes a dinner buffet, three-act comedy show,
draft beer and dessert.  

Sunday, March 2

S.O.S. (Scrapbook on Sundays)

Whitehall Borough Community Room • 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Admission includes scrapbook workshop and dinner.

Thursday, March 27
Whitehall Borough Community Room • 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Admission includes lunch, bingo and prizes.

Dr. Curtiss Porter, now former
chancellor of Penn State Greater
Allegheny, served as emcee
and was recognized for his
USAF service. Allegheny County
Executive Rich Fitzgerald also
addressed the veterans and
audience.

The plate features images of the American flag and a bald
eagle with the words “Honoring Our Veterans.”

Community News –Baldwin Borough

Whitehall Senior Socials

Retired Maj. Gen. Robert F.
Behler, U.S. Air Force, was the
guest speaker. Behler served
as commander of the U.S.
Air Force Command, Control,
and Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance Center
at Langley Air Force Base, Va.
Behler is currently director of the
Software Engineering Institute at
Carnegie Mellon University.

Pennsylvania vehicle owners can show their support of
veterans with the new “Honoring Our Veterans” license
plate available through PennDOT.

Around the District

That same law also creates a
voluntary $3 check-off box on
driver’s licenses and vehicle
registration forms where people can donate to the veterans’
service organizations that help our veterans.
Please call or stop by the office for a form to obtain the new
plate or for help with any other PennDOT driver or vehicle
service.

Outstanding Accomplishments
Good luck to Nigel Armbruster,
Maura Kay and Paige
Thompson as they compete
for Baldwin High School in
KDKA Hometown High Q. The
team won the first round of
competition in November, and
returns March 1 to face Canon
Mac and Latrobe.
A team from Baldwin High School
participated in the Westinghouse
Chain Reaction Contraption
Contest at the Carnegie Science
Center on Dec 13. They won an
award for the longest successfully
executed contraption, and
presented it to Westinghouse
engineers in February. Pictured
are team members Jackie Marx, Dipesh Timsina, Logan Lutz,
Natalie Garda, Aaron Evangelista, Jack Clark, Stevie Kisty and
Shane Eckels.
The Robotics Team
competed at the Vex
Robotics Competition held at
Sarah Heinz House on Nov.
30. The team placed fifth.
Team members are Steve
Evanovich, Mark Kelley, Dom
Murajda, Brandon Blackburn,
Aaron Evangelista and
James Stumpf.

Baldwin recognized as
sustainable municipality
In December, the Borough of Baldwin
became one of the first municipalities to
be certified through the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Sustainable Community
Essentials Program. Baldwin received
the recognition for its progress in energy
efficiency, fiscal controls, recycling and
waste reduction, intergovernmental
cooperation and other procedures.
The certification program was developed
by Sustainable Pittsburgh to honor
communities working to conserve
resources and save money.
More information on the certification
program can be found at
www.sustainablecommunityessentials.org.

SAVE THE DATE for Whitehall
Borough’s Annual Easter Egg
Hunt on April 12!
To register or get more information on any of
our events, visit the recreation calendar on the
borough website: www.whitehallboro.org and
click on the Recreation link or contact Recreation
Director Kelly Joyce at (412) 334-5646.

Local hockey star
makes NHL!
Congratulations to Whitehall native Josh Gibson.
On Jan. 10, Josh was recalled from his American
Hockey League team, the Norfolk Admirals, to his
parent team, the Anaheim Ducks in the National
Hockey League.
Gibson is a goaltender who was leading the AHL with
700 saves when he was recalled by the Ducks.
In addition to this great accomplishment, Josh was
the goaltender for Team USA at the International
Ice Hockey Federation World Junior Championship
in January. His MVP performance led Team USA to
capture the gold medal against Sweden.
Western Pennsylvania has become a solid training
ground for talented hockey players!

Baldwin –Whitehall
School District
Baldwin High School will present “Shrek the Musical”
in the school auditorium at 7 p.m. on April 9, 10, 11
and 12.
There is an admission fee, but seniors age 62
or older are invited to a free dress rehearsal
performance at 1 p.m. Sunday, April 6. Others
younger than 62 can view this special performance
for a $10 general admission fee.
For ticket details, contact the school’s box office at
(412) 885-6767 or email BHSBOXOFFICE@gmail.
com.
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