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BURNS GETS STATE TO TAKE HEAVY-SOLED BOOTS AWAY FROM PRISONERS

When an inmate’s Timberland boots
contributed to the beating and kicking
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Rep. Burns stood with the correctional
offcers and swung into action, writing
letters to the governor and the DOC
secretary saying that solution didn’t

go far enough. Rep. Burns, who
attended the funeral service for Sgt.
Mark Baserman, demanded that in
addition to suspending boot sales in
prison commissaries, all boots already in
prisoner possession be confscated.

“l don’t care if the inmates have to
wear Fip-fops, if it means saving

a corrections offcer’s life.”
— Rep. Burns.

Eventually, the state relented to Rep.
Burns’ demands.

In Loving Memory

Mark J. Baserman

August 21, 1957 ~
February 26, 2018

Fehruary 28, 2018

Office of the Governor
508 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Governor Wolf:

As Chairman of the Blue Lives Matber Caucus, I'm calling for an immediate and permanent
ban on Timberland boots and other similar heavy-sole boots worn by Inmates.

According to media reports, SC1-Somerset Corrections Officer Sgt. Mark Baserman was
brutally attacked and later died after an inmate wearing Timberland boots kicked
Baserman in the head, rendering him completely unresponsive. It's clear that the inmate
used his boots a3 a weapon.

The State Department of Corrections announced yesterday that it has suspended the sale of
heavy-sole work boots in prison commissaries, but hundreds of inmates still have them, We
need to act NOW ta get confiscate and destroy these boots, which pose such a deadly threat.

I stand with the gtate’s prison guards, whose representative, Jason Bloom, told the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, “They have sinee stopped allewing [inmates) to order Timberland
boots, but that doesn't do me a damn bit of good. I'm looking for a drop-dead date, mark
them as contraband, destroy them, and get them out of the institution. They don't need to

be there. It's not like they're going around doing heavy equipment work. They don't need
these boots inside an institution.”

I'am also calling for a comprehensive review of the rules regarding inmate attire. 1 would
like answers as to what footwear inmates are allowed to wear and when the rules were last
revised.

Singere
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Representative Frank Burns

Chalrman, Blue Lives Matter Caucus




Burns supports safety
study for prison staff,
corrections officers

Burns supports safety study for Prison staff,
correction offcers.

Safe working conditions for those who work
in our prisons — and who come face-to-face
with some of the most dangerous characters
in society — is a top priority for Rep. Burns.

Making sure Pennsylvania is doing all that
it can to protect these brave workers is why
Rep. Burns became an ardent and early
sponsor of a resolution that directs the Joint
State Government Commission to perform
an important new study.

House Resolution 906 calls for a
comprehensive study on the safety of staff
and corrections offcers in state prisons, and
for those fndings to be included in a report
to the General Assembly.

Considering that the state Department of
Corrections has a staff of 15,000 overseeing
nearly 50,000 inmates, and that 801 inmate
assaults on staff occurred in 2015, Rep.
Burns believes it's prudent and necessary to
put current policies under the microscope to
look for improvement.

By closely examining all standards,
practices, regulations and procedures,
Rep. Burns thinks we can come up with
better ways to protect staff and corrections
offcers.

Burns: $341,661 awarded local
fre, ambulance companies

Earlier this year, Rep. Burns announced the award of
$341,661 in state funds to 27 fre and ambulance companies
in the 72nd Legislative District.

“This funding is critical to enable our region’s
frefghters and emergency rescue workers to continue
their vital, life-saving work.” — Rep. Burns.

m Ashville Fire Company — $15,000

® Cambria Township Volunteer Fire Company — $13,570

m Carrolltown Fire Company — $11,911

m Community Volunteer Fire Company of Lilly — $13,754

m Cresson Area Ambulance Service Inc. — $7,037

m Cresson Volunteer Fire Company — $15,000

m Dauntless Fire Company — $15,000

® East Taylor Volunteer Fire Company — $13,570

m Ebensburg Area Ambulance Association — $7,037

m Gallitzin Fire Company No. 1 — $13,386

® Jackson Township Volunteer Fire Company — $7,037

m Jackson Township Volunteer Fire Company — $15,000

m John Carroll Area Ambulance Service — $7,037

m Loretto Fire Company — $12,280

m Lower Yoder Volunteer Fire Company — $11,543

m Middle Taylor Township Volunteer Fire Company — $15,000
® Patton Area Ambulance Association Inc. — $7,037

m Patton Fire Company No. 1 — $15,000

m Portage Area Ambulance Association — $7,037

® Portage Volunteer Fire Company — $38,229

m Reade Township Volunteer Fire Company — $11,543

m Revloc Volunteer Fire Company — $13,017

® Summerhill Borough Volunteer Fire Company — $14,123
m Summerhill Township Volunteer Fire Company — $13,201
m Upper Yoder Volunteer Fire Company — $13,017

®m Upper Yoder Volunteer Fire Company — $2,531

Westwood Volunteer Fire Company — $13,754






— Around the 72nd District

WE Left: Patton Borough
s " celebrated its 125th

’ Bl anniversary, so Rep.
Burns commemorate
the occasion by
presenting this House
citation to Mayor
Jonathan Welchko.

Right: Rep. Burns’ visit
to Cambria County
Christian School
included the planting
of an Eastern hemlock
seedling on school
grounds.
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Rep. Burns with George Banfeld lil, Rep. Burns with Becca Houghton, Rep. Burns honored Judy Sloan with
who received the “Junior Firefghter who received the “Firefghter of the a citation as “First Female President
of the Year” award. Year” award. of Revloc Volunteer Fire Company.”

Burns' resolution declares ‘Law
Day’ in Pa.

The House unanimously adopted Rep. Burns’ legislation
that designated May 1 as “Law Day” in Pennsylvania, an
effort with particular focus on the 14th Amendment that
addresses U.S. citizenship and the rights of U.S. citizens.

Rep. Burns said that Law Day is observed by focusing on
informing children from kindergarten through the college
level. Judges and lawyers visit schools, educating
students about their legal rights and responsibilities.

It is important to educate students at all levels about the
legal system, so they have an understanding of their
rights and responsibilities, Rep. Burns said.

Rep. Burns is always aware of the dangers faced by law enforcement
offcers, including police and prison guards, and is proud to be one
of their strongest advocates in Harrisburg.
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