


Higher Education:
Working for affordability

| understand the importance of ensuring that Pennsylvania students have access
to quality higher education that doesn’t leave them drowning in debt for years to
come.

As a member of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education’s Board of
Governors, I'm fighting for reforms that put students first, and I'm pleased that the
board took one such step in July, when we voted to freeze in-state tuition. Tuition
has more than doubled since the last freeze in 1998-99.

But there’s more work to do.

| graduated from West Chester University in 1992. Around that time, Pennsylvania
was picking up 53% of the cost of a student’s education at a State System school.
Today, state support covers just 27% of that cost.

We have to do more to reduce the burden on our students and put pressure on
the legislature to support the state system — the schools that we own.

Along with Rep. James Roebuck, | introduced legislation to look at ways to
improve access to higher education and job training in the state — including the
charge to develop a higher education funding formula. Our language became
part of Act 70 of 2019, establishing the 19-member Higher Education Funding
Commission.

Working to protect our children’s
health

The U.S. Surgeon General has declared e-cigarette use among youth an
epidemic, and the Pennsylvania Health Department has warned of the potential
health effects.

So I'm pleased that the House passed H.B. 97 to make it illegal to sell vaping
products to minors. The bill, which | co-sponsored, is now with the Senate
Judiciary Committee.

I've also co-sponsored H.B. 1823, which would raise the legal age to purchase
tobacco, e-cigarette and similar products to 21, with consideration for members of
the armed forces.

Medical experts have warned that the high doses of nicotine available in many of
these products negatively affect the developing adolescent brain, and the long-
term effects of inhaling vaporized chemicals is unknown.

I'll continue to fight for ways we can protect our children’s health.

CPR skills for students

In June, Governor Wolf signed into law Act 7 to enhance
CPR training for high school students. This law requires
the Pennsylvania Department of Education to provide
curriculum to schools to teach hands-on CPR, a
no-breath, compression-only technique recommended
by the American Heart Association for sudden cardiac
arrests. The curriculum must also include instruction on
the use of automatic external defibrillators.

These are life-saving skills for our young people, and |
was pleased to support this legislation.

Fighting

for quality
education for
all students

| have consistently been a
strong advocate for our children
and especially their education.
Unfortunately, Pennsylvania’s
charter school law has earned a
reputation as one of the worst in
the nation, and it's time we took
steps to fix it.

Every one of our children deserves
a quality education, and we should
hold charter and cyber charter
schools to the same standards as
our traditional public schools. There
are a few good examples of charter
schools that work, but too many
that don't.

Each year during the state budget
process, we fight to invest more
in our public schools, but the

unfair system of funding charters
drains our school districts. We
have to work to reform our system
to ensure our taxpayer dollars

are being spent wisely and make
sure all students are receiving the
education they need to succeed.

| was pleased to see Governor Wolf
take executive action this summer
to overhaul charter regulations, and
| hope to see the legislature heed
his call for more action.










Criminal Justice: Working to protect Pennsylvanians

This session, | was honored to be named Democratic
Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, which reviews
all legislation related to civil and criminal court systems, law
enforcement and corrections. The committee’s work includes
such important topics as gun safety and criminal justice

reform, and I'm proud to be able to push for action on some of

the greatest challenges facing our state.

Criminal justice reform

In June, one year after the Clean Slate Act was signed, the
automatic sealing of some criminal records began. The law
aims to help individuals who have paid their debt to society
get a second chance and put their lives back on track.

The Clean Slate Act provides for automatic sealing of
records for:

B Non-violent misdemeanor convictions after a person has
remained crime-free for 10 years

B Non-conviction records

In late September, | voted against bills before the Judiciary
Committee that would take us in the wrong direction —
reinstating mandatory minimums for certain offenses. There’s
evidence that mandatory minimum sentences simply don’t
work; they cost us more money to keep people in jail longer.

What would help our communities is sentencing and
probation reform. Several of my colleagues have proposed
legislation, in the Judiciary Committee now, aimed at
reforming our probation and parole system to reduce
recidivism, lessen the work on counties and help formerly
incarcerated individuals avoid technical pitfalls that keep
them trapped in the system.

| also support Governor Wolf’s push for the Justice
Reinvestment Initiative 2, which would address the high
costs of incarceration in Pennsylvania, strengthen support
for county probation programs and fix inadequate sentencing
guidelines.

Helping law enforcement combat gun violence

Over the summer, | worked on a bipartisan bill, H.B. 1614, to
make sure law enforcement agencies and the state Attorney
General’s Office continue working together in joint task
forces if their departments approve.

A Supreme Court decision had threatened to make that
cooperation difficult and even invalidate previous law
enforcement work. Our bill, which was signed into law as Act
58, also provided a two-year pilot program that would give
the Office of the Attorney General concurrent jurisdiction in
Philadelphia to prosecute certain crimes related to illegal
guns. It will be my goal to expand this concurrent jurisdiction
statewide.

It was refreshing to work together and keep our communities
safe.

Gun safety reform legislation

| hosted a policy committee hearing in September on the
issue of gun safety, namely several commonsense bills
that Governor Wolf has called for action on. We discussed
H.B. 525, my bill to require the safe storage of firearms in
homes where children may be present; H.B. 673, to require
universal background checks; and H.B. 1288, to require the
reporting of lost or stolen firearms.

Unfortunately, Rep. Kauffman announced in late September
that he would call up no more gun safety bills this session.
Thousands of Pennsylvanians die each year from gun
violence, and we have to do something about it. I'll do
whatever | can to force votes on these commonsense bills
that will save lives.

Puppy mill legislation

In August, | hosted the Humane Society and other
advocates and lawmakers in King of Prussia for a rally

to support Victoria’'s Law — a measure that could help us
end the sale of animals from cruel puppy mills. Senate Bill
44 would prohibit the sale of dogs, cats and rabbits in pet
stores throughout Pennsylvania unless they were sourced
from shelters and rescues.

Victims’ rights legislation

In July, I stood with
Governor Wolf as

he signed six bills to
expand protections and
support for crime victims
— children, victims

who have intellectual
disabilities, victims of sexual violence, and more. It’s critical
that we work to support victims as they seek justice.

The General Assembly also passed a bill known as Marsy’s
Law — a proposal to add a victims’ bill of rights to the
Pennsylvania Constitution. The measure passed the House
and Senate during two consecutive sessions and will be put
before voters on the ballot in November.






