


State Budget:

Fighting for a More Equitable Pennsylvania

This year’s state budget process presented the legislature
with a tremendous opportunity to create a brighter future
for Pennsylvania.

With $7 billion in federal American Rescue Plan funds
and $3 billion in above-expected state revenues, we
were given the unprecedented chance to not only deliver
meaningful relief from the COVID-19 pandemic but make
historic changes to the way we fund public education in
Pennsylvania.

Fairly and adequately funding our K-12 schools is critical
to ensuring that all students have access to a quality
education, no matter where they live.

For too long, too many districts have suffered due to
chronic underfunding by the state and an overreliance

on property taxes, which has created inequities in how
children are educated and served as a barrier to economic
development in these communities. Growing our economy

depends on our ability to revitalize neighborhoods and
communities. | supported efforts to invest $1.3 billion to
increase public education funding and to send all basic
education funding through Pennsylvania’s fair funding
formula. While the budget ultimately approved does not
realize full funding, it does provide a modest increase in
school funding, including a new effort to direct funds to the
communities that need more help.

House and Senate Democrats also introduced similar plans
for spending the $7 billion in federal COVID-19 relief funds,
looking to address immediate and future needs, through
investments in areas like affordable child care and housing
as well as infrastructure, broadband access and clean
energy.

There is work left to do in Harrisburg, and | will be there
continuing to fight for a more equitable Pennsylvania and
for putting our communities’ needs first.
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I recently joined state Sens. Steve Santarsiero and Vince — : k-
Hughes on a tour of the Pennsylvania Biotechnology | had the pleasure of welcoming the family of Hank Cisco to the
Center in Bucks County to learn more about the Capitol to recognize his inspiring life and present them with a
innovative research going on at the entrepreneurial hub House Condolence Resolution. Hank was affectionately known
and talk about how we can grow Pennsylvania’s vibrant as the “ambassador” of Norristown and is greatly missed by all
biotechnology industry. who had the pleasure of knowing him.
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. with a plaque. Investments in infrastructure can be transformational for communities,
and | was glad to tour parts of Montgomery County with Congresswoman
Madeleine Dean and county leaders in May to discuss opportunities for
economic development.









