


VETERAN PROGRAMS
It is important to me that our veterans receive the full benefit of all programs and services Pennsylvania 
provides. Here’s a brief look at some available resources. Call my office if you want more details. 

Amputee and Paralyzed Veteran Program: Provides 
a $150 per month pension to veterans who served 
honorably, were PA residents on entering the military, 
suffered a service-connected injury or disease resulting in 
loss – or lost use of – two or more extremities, and have at 
least a 40% disability rating in each limb. 

A similar pension program exists for blind veterans. To 
learn more about both programs or to apply, call our 
local county Veterans’ Office at 412-621-4357 or call my 
office for help with your application. Additionally, I am 
supporting legislation to increase the monthly benefit for 
both programs from $150 to $200. See page 4 for details 
on this and other bills that would help veterans. 

Educational Gratuity Program: Provides financial aid 
of up to $500 per semester for children of honorably 
discharged veterans who have service-connected 
disabilities and served during a period of war or armed 
conflict, or children of veterans who die or died in service 
during a period of war or armed conflict. 

Military Family Education Program: Allows 
Pennsylvania National Guard members who re-enlist for 
an additional six years of service to earn five years of 
higher education benefits for their spouse or children.

Veterans Crisis Line: Free, confidential support is 
available for veterans who feel anxious, depressed or 
alone. Calling the crisis line at 1-800-273-8255 (and 
pressing 1) will put you in touch with a caring, qualified 
responder. Many responders are veterans themselves. The 
crisis line is available for all veterans, service members, 
National Guard, reservists, and family and friends. 

Veterans Registry: The state Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) provides an online registry 
to keep veterans and their families connected to state 
benefits, programs and services. It also allows veterans 
and family members to opt-in to receive news, updates 
and the department’s weekly DMVA Digest. To learn 
more, visit dmva.pa.gov and click on the Veterans Registry 
link at the top of the page. 

Veterans Temporary Assistance: This program can 
provide veterans or their beneficiaries temporary financial 
assistance for life necessities such as food, clothing and 
shelter. Applicants who meet eligibility requirements can 
receive up to $1,600 over 12 months. To learn more, visit 
dmva.pa.gov, click on “Veterans Affairs” at the top of the 
page, and scroll down to Programs/Services. To apply, 
call our local county Veterans’ Office at 412-621-4357. My 
office can also help you with your application. 

Veterans Resource Online Directory: This directory 
provides a comprehensive listing of resources – from 
business and finance to veterans’ health and vital records 
– all in one place. Visit dmva.pa.gov, click on “Veterans 
Affairs” at the top, and scroll down to Programs/Services, 
where you will find “Veterans Resource Online Directory.”

DEASY CO-SPONSORS BILL TO EXEMPT SURVIVING 
MILITARY SPOUSES FROM PAYING PROPERTY TAXES

I commend members of our military for putting their 
lives on the line for our country. While they are overseas 
protecting us, I make it my personal duty as a state 
representative to take care of their families here at home. 

I co-sponsored HB 1953, which proposes an amendment 
to the Pennsylvania Constitution to extend the property 
tax exemption to Pennsylvania residents who are the 

surviving spouse of a member of the U.S. Armed Forces 
who were killed in action or missing and presumed dead, 
or who received a disability rating of 100% by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs and subsequently passed 
away. 

The exemption would end if the surviving spouse 
remarries. 

MY OFFICE IS HERE TO HELP: OUTREACH FOR SENIORS 
AND VETERANS AVAILABLE MONTHLY

For our seniors: The state Department of Aging’s APPRISE 
program has a new name: Pennsylvania Medicare Education and 
Decision Insight. PA MEDI is a health insurance assistance program 
that provides help with understanding Medicare and Medicaid 
eligibility benefits, Medicare prescription drug benefits and Medicare 
supplemental insurance. I am happy to facilitate meetings with a PA 
MEDI counselor in my district office to assist seniors with questions 
about healthcare-related programs. The PA MEDI counselor can help 
you with Medicare Part A and Part B enrollment, prescription drug 
plans, Medicare Advantage plans and other health insurance options. 
Call my office at 412-928-9514 to line up a meeting in my district 
office with a MEDI/Apprise counselor. 

For our veterans: Congressman Mike Doyle 
and his team have been a tremendous resource 
and support to veterans in my district. His staff 
has been accessible to meet with residents 
here in my district office for many years. They 
are knowledgeable about pension benefits, 
survivor benefits and VA-related health care 
issues, as well as other veteran-related benefits 
to which you may be entitled. Please call my 
office to arrange an appointment to meet with 
Congressman Doyle’s staff at my district office.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR LOCAL VETERANS

Rep. Deasy with Sen. Wayne Fontana and Commander Don 
Scholz of the American Legion Post 496 in Sheraden.

Rep. Deasy with veterans Catherine Chesno, Gordon Mercer and Richard Sciubba at a veteran 
recognition event at the West End Healthy Active Living Center. 

Rep. Deasy with veterans Stephen Gezovich and Frank Cuspard at the 
Beechview Healthy Active Living Center.Rep. Deasy with veteran David Seretti of Crafton.VETERAN LICENSE PLATES

Specialty veterans’ plates are a great way for family and 
friends to show support for our PA veterans, with $15 
from each plate sold benefiting the Veterans Trust Fund. 
For $37, the “Honoring Our Veterans” plate is available 
for cars, motorcycles and trucks with a registered gross 
weight of no more than 14,000 pounds. A more recent 
addition – “Honoring Our Women Veterans” – costs $36, 
and a portion of the sale proceeds goes to the Veterans 
Trust Fund to support programs and resources benefiting 
women veterans. 

And of course, for veterans and service members 
only, there is a wide range of U.S. Military Registration 
Plates available for every branch of service special 
designations, as well as others. 

To learn more about all these plates, call my office.

DRIVER’S LICENSES 
Family and friends of veterans: you can also show support 
when you apply for or renew your driver’s license or 
photo ID by making a $3 tax-deductible contribution to the 
Veterans Trust Fund. The additional $3 is not part of the 
renewal fee printed on your renewal application, so you 
will need to add the donated amount to your payment. 

Veterans: Remember that you can apply for a driver’s 
license with a Veterans Designation at no extra cost. Call 
my office for details.






