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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
ADVOCATING FOR OUR VETERANS

In October, | introduced H.B. 2024 to ensure our county
directors of veterans’ afairs receive proper training in
trauma-informed care. Nearly 1 in 3 women and 1 in
50 men in the armed forces report experiencing sexual
assault or harassment during their military service -
and these numbers only refect those who have come
forward. My bill was approved by Veterans Afairs and
Emergency Preparedness Committee in December
with strong bipartisan support. It is crucial that we
support our veterans by providing comprehensive,
trauma-informed training for the staf who serve them.

COMMON SENSE GUN LEGISLATION

The state of gun violence in our country is alarming, and Pennsylvania must be part of the solution. This fall, | voted YES
on a slate of gun violence prevention bills that passed out of the House Judiciary Committee. My bill to protect against
3D-printed guns was incorporated into legislation targeting undetectable frearms, which also was approved by Judiciary.
| also voted YES on H.B. 1593, which expands universal background checks to include long guns, when it passed the
House. While | am disappointed that not all bills advanced, | remain hopeful H.B. 1593 will receive consideration in the
Senate. In addition, | have introduced legislation to combat illegal frearm tra®cking in Pennsylvania and to raise the age
to 21 for carrying semi-automatic rifes. With commonsense solutions, we can make our state safer for law enforcement,
children, and our communities.

ANIMAL WELFARE

As founder and co-chair of the Animal Protection Caucus,

| believe it is our duty as legislators to speak up for those
who cannot speak for themselves. This fall, | was proud

to vote yes on all animal protection measures presented

in the Judiciary Committee, including my bill, H.B. 1938,
which increases penalties for repeat ofenders of animal
cruelty. I am hopeful this bipartisan efort will be considered
by the full House.

MENOPAUSE AWARENESS

Menopause is a natural stage of life, yet awareness and education remain limited. Last fall, my resolution to designate
October as “Menopause Awareness Month” in Pennsylvania passed the House. Additionally, my resolution, H.R. 287,
directing the Joint State Government Commission to study how perimenopause and menopause symptoms afect workers
and to recommend workplace accommodations, was approved by the Health Committee. Women deserve to understand
the changes their bodies undergo and to take proactive steps to protect their health.

REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM TO SENATE

A woman'’s right to reproductive healthcare is essential
to her self-determination. The House is taking steps

to ensure everyone in our Commonwealth can make
decisions about their own bodies. In December, | voted
YES on a proposed Constitutional Amendment (H.B.
1957) to codify Roe v. Wade into state law, which passed
the House with bipartisan support. | also voted YES

as the House Judiciary Committee advanced several
reproductive freedom bills, including my bill (H.B. 2005)
to eliminate the 24-hour waiting period and additional
counseling requirements for abortion care - both medically
unnecessary barriers that make it harder for women to
access essential healthcare.










